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| Wurn we ſpeculate on the vaſt 
productions of literary pens, we are 
apt to ſuppoſe that every ſubject is 
diſcuſſed; but we find genius every. 
| day expanding, and ſomething new, | 
and intereſting preſent itſelf to view. 
From philoſophical to ſentimental 
writers the obſervation may be FR 
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+: 4 applied. This perhaps, ts. 
- deemed only a trivial reaſon for the 
Publication of the following Letters, 
- the deſign of which is to convey | 

_ inflrudtion with amuſement. e 
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| It may be objected, that there 
are already a variety of this deſcrip- 
tion in circulation. It is true there 
are „ but are there not many philo- 
ſopbhical diſcoveries of the ſame na- 
ture conveyed by different pens ? 
Are there not many authors, Who 
" relate the ſame hiſtorical facts? ma- 
1 divines who make diſhuiſitions) | 
8 on one cheologiecal ſubject? and 
ſhall moral writers be denied this 
Privilege? Almoſt every author has 


8 * , 


ſome new ideas in his writing; and 


_ 
_ 
* 


* 
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de e of one may impreſs: 
the minds of ſome readers, though 


it may ſcarcely aſſect the under- 


8 ſtandings of others. This, it is hop- 


ed, will be conſidered a little apolo- 
gy for the preſent, intruſion: and 


were not ſome apology, introdueed, 
ſenſibility would extort the latent 
bluſh, when the author contemplat- 
ed thoſe ſhining. ornaments of the 


age, whoſe writings, are ſo highly 


ſt uperior, and ought to e | 


mand memories. 24) 1 22 4 
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[Phe generous and | the candid: will 
püaſs oyer any ſentiments that may 
not be entirely congenial with their 


— 


.own—and on the ſame principles 


the author would rely for any inac- 
| © euracy 


— 
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curacy that may occur. The cen- 
ſure of vulgar or unſeeling minds, 
ought ever to be conſidered as too 
52 ee to be W : 


1 Theſe Tales are b and it 
the reader only takes a flight per- 
ſpective around, there will appear 
85 many features in life which bear 
a2 perfect reſemblance. The author 
'> has endeavoureq to give a few real 
copies of ſome important tranſac- 
tions, and from thence drawn ideas 
2 tending to regulate moral affetions— 
co awaken a love of virtue and 
1 to render civil intercourſe more pleaſ- 
ing. 
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Happineſs 


PRELUDE. ix 


Happineſs is an object of univerſal 
ſearch; and ſurely, if any thing can | 
be pointed out that may lead to fo de- 
ſirable an end, it will not lie neglect- 
ed by thoſe who are votaries. 


Should theſe üttle efforts meet 
with approbation, the author win 
feel am ple ſatisfaction, 
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FRIENDSHIP « AND. #DUCATION. 


Ne b e e 


« And what is Friendſhip but a name, 5 
A charm that lulls to ſleep; 


A ſhade that follows wealth and fame, 
Rut leaves the wretch to weep ?” 


8 GOLDSMITH, 
— — 


J conſider an human ſoul. without education 
like marble in che quarry, which ſhews none of 
- ** its inherent beauties, until the ſkill of the po- 
* liſher fetches out the colours, makes the ſurface 
* ſhine, and diſcovers every ornamented cloud, 
s ſpot and vein, that runs through the body of it. 
Education, after the fame manner, when it works | 
upon a noble mind, draws out to view every * 
de latent virtue and perfection, which, without ſuch. 
40 helps, ; are never able to make their appearance,” 


SPECTATOR. 


Evening Amuſements. 


THOUGHTS 


ON 1 — f 
FRIENDSHIP AND EDUCATION. 
To MISS LOUISA HARTLEY. 


: 


I Havx often almoſt perſuaded my- 
ſelf, that if it were not for the ſingular 
degree of attachment, which I flatter 
| myſelf you feel for me, your patience 
would ere now have been tired with the 
trifling incidents I have ſo perpetually 
heaped upon you in the courſe of my 
correſpondence. : but the candid man- 
ner in which you continue to treat my 
ſcruples, I confeſs, in a meaſure abates | 
them, I do not in the leaſt diſſemble, 

% 


| . N r 2 * Int Sao 2 
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when I tell you, that one of the greateſt 
felicities I enjoy, is having a friend whoſe 
mind is ſo perfectly ſimilar to my own . 
_  —equally as happy to communicate 
as to receive though I maſt be free 
Bs enough to add, I wiſh the former could 
dea ttle more practiſed. Ah, my dear 
"x * Louiſa were friendſhip always contraCt- 
| ed on right Principles, we ſhould ſeldom 
85 ſee ſuch revolutions in its profeſſion, nor 
would our ears be ſo often offended with 
- its illiberal tendencies. But, alas! what 
extremes are continually preſented to 
our view, merely for want of properly 
© underſtanding the term—or, perhaps, by 
being too inſenſible to its ſacred influ- 
ener | 


- 4 *%. 


55 We need 857 ke. a a e 
37% ee, us, and innumerable inſtances 
„Vuu.ill perfectly evince the reality of theſe 
kepſflections from exceſs of profeſſed 
friendſhip, to an equal extreme of actual 
hatred, And what adds to the misfor- 
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FRIENDSHIP, AND , EDUCATION. 5 


tune ſtill more, is, that it ceaſes not its 
ravages, nor is confined to eier ſex or 
ä P | 
The female 3 my tear, of hich 
we have the, honour , to be a part, too 
often disfigure the natural delicacy, with 
which they are favoured by Providence, 
by a propenſity. to theſe extremes; — 
whilſt thoſe. of Fa ather ſex, who are 
| exalted. in life, abuſe, t the beneficence of 
the great Creator, by not cultivating ſuch 
feelings as would reflect an honour on 
their benefactor, | and afford a RODE 
ſource of N to ahemſelyes, * 
"When. we 8 my A that-we 
are created ſocial. beings, and that it is 
not repugnant to the fineſt principles of 
reaſon, religion, or humanity, to be actu- 
ated by ſocial Principles, we. cannot 
help lamenting, that people ſhould lo 


ESE EED 


degenerate 1 in their ideas as well as in their 
practice. Nor is it leſs unfortunate, that 
a thoſe 


—— —̃ — — 
. 
0 
*, 
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thoſe" who feel, or affett to feel, the 
pleaſure of Friendſbip, ſhould be ſo 
changeable in their profeſſion of it. 
The truth however is, we are more rea- 
dy to diſcover and magnify error abroad 
than at home. I cannot help perſuad- 
ing myſelf, how particularly unhappy it 


is for females, that they expoſe them 


| ſelves ſo frequently to this foible : for 
Bin their civil intercourſe with ſociety, | 
_ they are often diſcovering little incidents 
to diſguſt and fu@uare their friendſhips, 
1 is but too probable they will diveſt 
— themſelves of every rational ſentiment, 
and will equally fluctuate in the nearer__ 
_ connexions of life—even | in thoſe of wife , 


and motber. I would forbear—but ex- 
amples are too prevalent. Let women 
n themſelves, and only think a mo- 
ment for what they were made; and if 
ey cannot heal a wound, let them not 


xps / AND EDUCATION: 7 


Happy my dear, is it for us, that we 
are bleſt with reaſon and. ſenſibility 
enough to protect us, in ſome degree, 
from theſe extremes; and it would be 
the higheſt ingratitude; were ve to deny 
that we ure reſtrained from exceſs by the 
kind . eh of a Ul Ow" 


1 5 2 Oo 


Though. nature "has den Werl it 
beſtowing on us active minds, yet it 
_ would be very irrational to deny the be- 
nefits of education. Many a gem con- 
tinues hidden in the earth, out of the 
reach of diſcovery; and; there ate many 
| capacities .capaþle of the; greateſt im- 
 Proyement,.,whiob, by:indigent circum; 
| Rances, are hid to ta the poſſcſſar and to the 

world z ſociety is denied the benefit of 
their ſervices; and ye, have reaſon % 


fear, that many warnen reer ae. 
for ever loſt. 


4852 11 15 }{ 1) Ju 181 
do no mean, owevel, to: awa aken Rs 


8 Sc in 'your breaſt for the ſuperior 
Tos you have enjoyed; I know 


AW” you. 


N 


5 


A wi theitinforn 


989 ble As VEN TCS. 
fc tg to doubt the efficacy of your | 


good ſenſe. But as letters of friend - 
ſhip ſometimes fall into the hands of 
other friends beſides thoſe for whom they 


were originally intended, ſo flütie may 
not, Perhaps, eſcape the eyes of ſome 


whoſe minds, for want of cultivation, 

make but an unplealing appearance in 

life. 10 5 ö ech TE? 80 Hg. 
1 197. bmi 2' 7722 au 19, gainofioc 


Renaſon ket bumante) teach us to love 
our fellow creatu res; therefo rewe Would 
endeavour to promote their happineſs, bi 
by coniutiicating” ſuch” ideas as ty 
| ſeem moſt" Ealculated för that purpoſe.” 
If there are ah within the limits of Joh! | 
| Aequainthtice WhO correſpond”. vic wie 
Portrait! have drawn, that which I write | 
- for 'the-anniſemenit of my dear Louils, 


14 01.3903 .'5 
Aol 12Y 2-10! 


2 Uluftrate a a yirtwous charaQter, I 


Propoſe giying you # ſhort: accpunt of | 


— | 11 | my 
od 1 %% £ 750 uo es gat 


/ 
Jon 5 180 * a 
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my two young friends „Mr. and Mrs. 


Anſell. We contracted an intimate ac- 
ſhort time ſince at a watering- place. My 


mother was ſo highly pleaſed with their 


converſation, , that, ſhe gave them a ge- 


neral invitation to our houſe, whenever 
they could make it convenient to viſit 

the Metropolis. We little ſuſpected, 
that they would have made choice of our 

company, to cheer their drooping ſpi- 


kits, when the hand of death had cauſed - 


them to ſink, by depriving them of the 


conſolations of a tender father and kind 


friend. The hiſtory of this good man 
is ſo pleaſingly interwoven, that I know 
you will be delighted at the tale; but the 


length of this epiſtle obliges me to * 
ger it MY next. | | 


T. 1 treſpaſſed, perhaps, on your | 
time and patience too long. Pardon 
the error if it is ſo—and be aſſured that 
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10 MISS MATILDA ROBINSON. 
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no 236795 Angel 9 Wind. fy 
OU may ot e my dear 
Matilda, conclude with the query, if it is 
ſe-an errot: but what would: you, or 
the world, think of my judgment, if 1 


reproached ou for the length of your 
epiſtles : Vou diſcover too much kind- 


neſs in cammunicating to Louiſa exam- 


ples of inſtruction, ever to ſuffer an un- 
generous Sonne! enter der 000 | 


ſom. | Sli ite 
9 + . - 


" 
« 


© » 


Vour ideas of /friendſhip and eduea- 


| tion perfeAly: coincide with mine.—It is 12 8 


certainly under the inffuenee © ''the 


Aattery. that. EIS moſt likely-to 


Qt | : have 


12 yr G AMI SEMENTS. 


have a permanent footing in the human 
heart. As the faculties of the mind are 
expanded by education, fo the judg- 
ment becomes leſs liable to err. Obſer- 
vation is ever ready to diſcern — but if 
reflection be mature, we ſhall counter- 
balance the errors of our friends with 
_ thoſe of our own—and after all, per- 
haps; the ſcale will preponderate on 10 
: Weis where wh ne in 100 


e. 4 15 
| ch 
» Xt 18 12999 Rei 


A Keule mind will endtavour to 
hiſt, every impediment to its peace; 
_ convinced) that if anger, reſentment, or 
any other: vice interpoſe, their baneful 
effects will be; more eaſily traced, both 
in perſon and action, and will produce a 
mote unſeemly aſpect than in tlie pro⸗ 
felledly * 5 „ ee 


15 
1 


| Your. FR WAR my denn are not 
Ming y therefore do not woutid my len- 
ſihility ſo much as to repeat the idea. It 

3 wie e e aim at promot·· 
ing 


rats D DUCATI F. 13 
ing virtue, and éxtirpating vice- That 
man or woman, who is ſo far employed 
in the cauſe of humanity, as to endeavour 
to cheekr aboſe:whq arę ſinking under the 
weighty oppreſſions of life, and to ſoften 
the Sbdurate heart of the hapghty op- 
preſſor, is engaged in a deſign. that is of 
5 noble A nature 10e. the epithet of 
ige: es ma is s er 


goo min o Plüid 318 or 32 2% 99, 


177 — : * 


By anticip ate ſometling interditing ng, n 

the N. of Mr. and Mrs. Anſell; and | 

"&&nfider myſelk great ' indebted [to 5 

| your” Khdgeſs for 5 alle 8 the the 
Precepts 2 accompanied” Wit! ts iptes, 

5 generally? impreſs the young 1 mind! more | 

than wyhen given ſeparately: Iftrall there = 

fore preſumſe upon ybur Cöft hjedure; and 15 

ſnewy bir amuſing letters by others of 

my young friends, ſumeè of tholt't too per- 

tips of thedeſcripien'Fon have given 

me. Meer 't their happineſs there, 


30 1508 153 $537 1 ve bhi ; Aga 1. 119 


] . : KF. - , 
" 5 8 = > 84 — : | * } AY 1 6 83 N 
_- reward. YET 0022075 eon ESE 

| | 2 > > 

! F 8 a 


5 l Yom 5 5 E 03.849 fe reti, 25 b, $0838 mY a 
Vy0bu have Iberty to excreife r 


ttence as much as 50 ou pleaſe, it Wilt Hot 
1 be ſoon exhauſted; nor Will it be deemed 
= > 5 4 treſpaſs. Let us each improve uon I 
we idea, not 0 nl In" the puff of 
friendſhip. Be aſſured, I am as happy*ts 5 


pf receive as you are kind to communicate. 
Jou muſt, however, gequit me of * 


. i 5 . | gleA, in not writing to you. oftner. ..1 * 

= will do i it at a more convenient ſeaſon.— | 
7483S W- the duty. [ owe to-my; aged: parent, 

15 mut, for the preſent, ſuperſede the aer 

_ cellity of my yriting long letters. His 5 

. declining ſtate of life and health, requires 

* TY 5 ſo much attention, as to preclude me . 

— fro m. a, ſufficient interval, Ino. you 
RR i will excuſe. me. onthe ground. of duty. 

8 but 1 look forward, to days, when my: 
father may enjoy. a better ſtate of health, - 
l the mean Ts I will acknowledge 4 

the 


T 


— - d * 
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the receipt of your epiſtles, either by ver- 
bal meſſages, or conciſe notes. 


| Matilda may ever believe, ſhe retains | 
a conſiderable place in the affections of 


Lovisa HarTLey. 


ot 
” 


—— — 
—— — p — 


FI LIAL AFFECTION. 
IN FIVE LETTTERS. 


* 


———— j. —— — ↄ 


% Two kindeft ſouls alone muſt meet, 
*« *Tis Friendſhip makes the bondage \ weet, 
& And feeds their mutual loves; 
« Bright Venus on her rolling throne 
Is drawn by gentleſt birds alone, 
4% And Cupid yokes the doyes,”” 


%. 


WATTS, 
—— — — 


Have I then no tears for thee, my father? 
* Can l forget thy cares, from helpleſs years 
* Thy tenderneſs for me? an eye till beam'd 
* With love? a brow that never knew a frown ? 
Nor a harſh word thy tongue?“ 
; THOMSON. 


% 


| 
i 
i 
' 
i 
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2 
2 JP 
het L 


fon 
q 


LETTER m. 


ro MISS ; L6visa HARTLEY. EB 


*. Mort te 7 ni 
13 affectionate letter I re- 


| ceived, and her philoſophical reaſoning 


afforded amuſement. lie 


| Garten, my dear, to your requeſt, 
I _acquit you of neglect, fince you have 
ſuggeſted a future period. I will pa- 
tiently wait until thoſe intervals arrive, 
when, by the re-eſtabliſhment of your 
father health, your time and incl- 
nation will enable you to imitate the ex- 
ample of Matilda. Believe me, I feel a 

5 pPleaſing 


/ 
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pleaſing exultation in the reflection, that 
I have a friend who will not on any ac- 
count deſert her duty to her parent— 
Continue in the exerciſe of your pleaſing 


employment, Pleaſing, did I fay ?t— 


Les; — indeed it muſt be ſo—particular-. 
ly if we look forward to the days of in- 
firmity. Where ſhalt we find the child 
whoſe feelings are not amply ſatisfied | 
with the refleQion, that age called them 
into exerciſe; and where ſhall we ſee 
the? aged fire, who does not receive the 
attention of a child, with double the 
| e he would _ on an indifferent 
_ perſon ? . nnd ben, 


_ Ffhall'now proceed with Mrs: Anſell's 

narrative. We were one day ſitting 
together after dinner, buſily employed 
with our needlework, when I obſerved 
that her ſpirits appeared very much de- 
preſſed. Being under the neceſſity of 
leaving the room a few minutes to give 
orders in the . 50 was prevented 
ale n+ from 
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from endeavouring to inveſtigate "the | 
cauſe. | On my return, ere I had opened 
the door, methought I heard an echo like 
theſe words, O my father! my father!“ 
I immediately looked ſtedfaſtly in her 
face; but ſne made every effort to con- 
ceal her grief, and turned towards the 
window. A heavy ſigh, however, ſoon 
ſnook her tender frame, and intereſted 
my heart in her favour. I accordingly took 
a ſide glance at her face, and obſerved a 


tear now and then ſteal mee | 
down her chern 


. oe 3 TIF wth n poſſeſſed of morethan 
brutiſh inſenſibility, if my feelings on 
ſuch an occaſion had not been called into | 
action,. I immediately ran to her, and 
aſked her the cauſe of her uneaſineſs. 
She begged me not to be frightened, for 
that ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould ſoon recover 
herſelf. I then lent her my ſmelling-bot- 
tle, and after ſome minutes ny ſhethus 
continued « 2 


If 
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«Tf 1 were not convinced, my dear 


„ f Matilda, of the goodneſs of your heart, 1 | 


ſhould feel more uneaſineſs at the trouble 


5 "x have juſt given you; but as I am per- 
flectly perſuaded you are always as ready 
to ſnare in the griefs and ſorrows of your 
friends, as you are in their joys and plea- 
ſures, I will not heſitate to diſcloſe the 


feelings of my boſom. Tou are ac- 


quainted, my dear, with the loſs I have 
\_ _ Htely ſuſtained in the death of my fa- 
ther.“ Here ſhe ſobbed, EO 


mo difficulty ſhe could go on. He 
8, ſays ſhe, an amiable parent, and 


kink virtues will ever be deeply impreſſed 


on my mind, The guardian of my hap- 
pineſs in the years of childhood and 


youth is no more -I need not theſe 
mournful colours with which I am deco- 


rated, to keep my ſenſibility alive; his 
abſence is ſufficient! But you are al- 
e ready anxious to know ſomething more 
particular reſpecting him. I will, there- 
5 _ endeavour to ſatisfy your curioſity : 


but 
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| but T cannot ſeparate-the hiſtory of m 


father from that of myſelf=you muſt 
therefore take them in connexion. Arr. 


4 My' father was the ſon of a mer- 
chant in London; and, being left with a 
conſiderable fortune, had but little to fear 
from the frowns, and leſs to court from 
the ſmiles of the world. He was natu- 
rally of a delicate turn of mind, and very 
fond of retirement; in conſequence of 
which, he fled from the buſy crowd to a 

bedutiful ſeat in Hampſhire, which bor- 


dered on the ſea-ſhore. Here he de- 


voted a great part of his time to reading 
and ſtudy. The celebrated works of 
the ancient Grecian and Roman authors 
were familiar to him hiſtory and phi- 
loſophy were his chief delight; his ima- 
ginations were attentively carried to all 
parts of the world; nor did he ſuffer 
ſcarce any thing to eſcape his penetrat- 
ing genius, from the minuteſt inſect to 
the he globe itſelf.” From theſe acqui- 
| | __. fſitions 


2 


— 


— 
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' frions he had learned to make a proper 
eſtimate of men, and to be very impartial 


in his deciſions on manners. 


But though he had a taſte for a ſoli- 
tary life, yet he was not inſenſible to the 
pleaſures of friendſhip. He made choice 
of a few ſele& friends, whoſe minds in 
ſome degree bore a ſimilarity to his own. 
, Occaſional - viſits: took place; at one of 
which he became nen with the 
Loa of his mne 7-052 2.07 
* «His is pabtiality A reled "re "A re- 
Ms. diſcoveries he made of the good- 
neſs of her heart: nor could he, after a 
few intervals, ceaſe to inform her of the 
impreſſion ſhe. had made on his mind. 
She received his careſſes with a becoming 
ſimplicity, without immediately ſtifling 
his hopes or increaſing his fears. At 
every interview he ſaw ſomething more 
enchanting to animate his prejudices in 
has: favout. A mind r of the 
OF. 1 | . greateſt | 
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greateſt tenderneſs—a gentle, kind, and 
affable diſpoſition joined to a good un- 
derſtanding, were diſcoveries that ope- 
rated too powerfully: to ſuffer OY 
longer to nr d of 11.7 


© The next opportunity, he aſſured 
her how much happineſs he enjoyed in 
her friendſhip ; though he was in hopes 
a a greater degree of it was ſtill in reſerve 
for him, by his having a ſhare in her af- 
fections. Yet he candidly confeſſed, that 
if the latter were not poſlible, he would 
not heſitate to withdraw every preten- 
ſion; for by perſiſting, he ſhould not only 
deſtroy her preſent peace, but make the 
recovery of his own, at leaſt far a while, 
inevitable. b 


55 It a 1 to impoſſible, for a ſuſ- 
ceptible heart not to be captivated with a 
mind that could make a profeſſion of 
eſteem in ſo open and generous a man- 
ner. Nor was her reply leſs pleaſing. 


2 © Your. 


26 aN 0 tussi s. 
1 Your- open and manly conduct to» 
| e A me, my dear Sir, added to the 
© benevolence: with which you are actua- 
ted, attract my admiration and eſtoem. 
It is true, L have taken but a ſhort pe- 
* riod, in compariſon with the generality 


_ of the world to inveſtigate your preten- 


: © ſions and to form an adequate idea of 
dy on determinate feelings. I am 


Dot, I hope; led to an extreme that will 


divert be a: bane to my peace. I have 


d much confidence in your good 
-* ſenſe, to believe you will put an illiberal 


© conflyution on my ſentiments, when 


Linſorm you ho much I have ſecretly 


©atimived your virtues. Tou are wor- 
buy the favour! you aſk, and I now 
| © candidly avow my attachment. And 
© though it may be deemed a deviation 

tom dehcacy in me to declare ſo early 


did your favour, yet I can triumph no 


— 


A donger over thoſe feelings of your bo- 
bp d *ſorm, inwhichmy ownare ſo intimately | 
LD Nen Tabs, fr, my heart, 
which 
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* which is your own. I place the fimeſt 
*1eliance on your confidence, and anti- 
* cipate the ſweets of ſocial enjoyment ĩn 
your affectionate fociety. At a proper 
time, my hand ſhall follow what you © 
have already in poſſeſſion. Continue 
5 the generous character -yow have M 
© therto exhibited, and you will be worthy f 
of every feeble effort I cam make to 
* conſtitute your happineſs. Let pro- 
* priety diſtinguiſh our rwe and; it 
; will be well,” "I 


| . 1 


«The artleſs and ner ü. 5 


in which ſhe ſpoke, ſo powerfully opera- 
ted on my father, that he ce wic 


a 9 of rapture, 


240 


© How can I be * any 1 weg 2— 
© Generous woman! ! I have often beheld” 


* thee as one of the beſt of thy ſex; but 
8 methinks, thou arf the moſt ex- 
* alted of all. —Thou art worthy=<yes, 


. thou art more than worthy of my high- * 
dar My * ſt 


| K * 
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*eſt admiration and eſteem. Friend- ö 


4 ſhip, love, and every ſacred ſweeter 


3 ſound, the attendants of virtue, ſhall 


bbe thine. If hou can'ſt anticipate hap- | 


* py moments in futurity, what muſt be 
the delightful proſpects which ſo plea- 
C due agitate my ſoul! The diſtinc- 

tion, thou haſt favoured me with, ſhall 
never, no never, aba te my conſtan- 


« After « a proper time had clapſed, 
the day of celebration was fixed on, and 


wy, were married. 


4 Though I i only been able to col- 
| let a few ſcattered fragments of their 
- courtſhip (part of which I obtained from 
my father), yet I am perſuaded they 
were models of propriety and vir- 


tue; and were their example univer- 


ſally adopted, it would ſave many from 
being the victims of folly and caprice. I 
believe N will agree with me, when I 


4 a 
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read to you two letters which paſſed be- 
tween them a ſhort time previous to their 


marriage, during my father 8 abſence 
from the country.” 


She 1558 walk from her pocket-book 
the letters, which ſhe told me ſhe ſhould - 
keep as ſacred to the lateſt period of her 


exiſtence, being the only intereſting me- 


mentos of the kind ſhe had been able to 
reſcue from obſcurity. . 


T3 


I 7 tranſcribed the ln and en- 4 
cloſed them with this. In my next, 1 
thall continue her narrative. 


Your affeionate 2 


MarTiLpa Ropinsow. | 


C3 LETTER 
> 


. 
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"LETTER W. 


n (Ip . | 2 92 * rol 3 
0 ELiza—inclofed in the laſt. 
: IS ” g * | . k . SO 
2 Y * 1 


* 2 oP : 
# 1 = EY 
— 11 0 4:43 % ks. & 3 of , o 
EBT a (oat Fr ISI London 
r 9 
9 * * 
+ 4 10 N * 


5 time. ner diftance have ob- 
litera ted from my memory my lovely, 


5 5 my charming Eliza, nor obſtructed one 
tender emotion of my boſom towards 
* her. It was with great reluctance I left 
the deareſt ob bje&t of my ſoul, and with 


ſitill greater do 1 continue ſo long abſent. 
| It ſeems as though time had under- 
| VB | gone an entire revolution: | 


Suck i is the "2" OE" which attends che 
1 | ſentimental lover ! 


Would 
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Would ſome winged courfer friendly | 
ſoerd me to thy preſence, how exquilite- 
ly happy muſt I feel in the flight Rut 
you will call me enthuſiaſt. I eanteſs, 
indeed, when 1 am thinking on you; T 
am often loſt in a pleaſing delirium. A 
few days more will, however, enable me 
to ſettle my. buſineſs in town; andi ſhall 
then u e 1 INN 

baths doubly: happy am 4, EY 
I reflect on the virtues of your mind. It 
was not, my dear, your perſonal charms 
alone that attraQted my dc ag it 

/ ee PE? more. tat 


; 


| "a Hill proto aten I 
Ten thouſand ſnares, amid ten ae Woek. 


"Though I deſpiſe the 12 of 
that man ar woman, who can, build their 
hopes of happineſs, on ſhadows that 
that quickly paſs by, I pity the objects 
whoſe Paſſions are ſo blindly captivated , 

| +: 4 | 4s 


«© 
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as to leave them the dupes of their own 
depravity. It is indeed poſſible for per- 
ſonal charms to be blended with a mind 
_ equally / attraQting ;—nor can there, I 
think, be 4 more pleaſing ſight. 


Time will naturally furrow the beau- 

ties of nature; but the mind muſt bear 
up under every viciflitude, that the body 
may be protected from too ſtrong im- 
preſſions. A mind like this, I am happy 
in believing you are poſſeſſed of. It is 
highly neceſſary you ſhould be thus 
_ armed—perplexities are natural to the 
human ſpecies—and you may, perhaps; 


155 hereafter have to contend with many 


 Hittle foibles in me, which at preſent you | 
are a ſtranger to. But as I believe our 
affections are mutual, I am the more 
ready to conclude we ſhall equally aim 
at extenuating the effects of folly on 
each other's s mind, - Were I to tell 
vou 1 expected perfection, I ſhould diſ- 


ſemble too n from my own perſua- 
ſions, 
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ſions, to gain any credit from one ſo 
capable of diſtinguiſhing as yourſelf, 1 
muſt however inſiſt, that the degree of 
excellence you have diſcovered in the 
courſe of our acquaintance, has rooted 
an idea in my mind, that, unleſs I can 
claim the ;poſſeſſor of ſuch excellence 
for my own, virtue itſelf will be the 
deſtruction of my peace. = 


« Then let me hold thee to my heart 
1 And "ey; care reſign,” : 


Speed on, ye fleeting moments, till 
I gain the ſummit of my wiſhes —In 
the mean time, let me hear from you 
once more before I have the pleaſure 
of returning to the N 


4 * a & *® 
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The Cottage. 


Leto egen wg conn! feel- 
ings deny your requeft ; have therefore 
taken my pen to addrefs you previous 
to Jour return. But i in the preſent 
ſtate of my mind, methinks it is im- 
polllble for me to write in ſuch a man- 
ner as ſhall contribute to my own ſatis- 

faction, or your happineſs. Vou may 
learn, however, you way be convinced 
in what a ſaered view I hold your 
peace —yes, Charles, it is linked with 
my own conſolation ;—it is, in ſhort, 
my own peace. And however I may 
FH ſeeretly bluſh rat this open confeſſion, 
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yet believe me, I feel for you. as. We | 
kelt bor: "ny _ 8 an 


The 8 as ander Win 
' which you dlifated your. laſt, merit al 
the applauſe I can poſſibly give dem. 

By protecting me from my own imper- 
fetions on one hand, and warning me 
of your foibles on the other, you have 
impoſed a ſtronger motive for confi- 
dence and eſteem: nor do 1.ſo much 
fluctuate under preſent circumſtances, 
as 1 might, perhaps, if I had not a per- 
feft conviction of the integrity of the 
n to 


'Perplexites are indeed abe £ 
lot of humanity ; yet I am convinced, 
that rectitude of aandutt, were it more 
univerſal, would ſpare many from the 
troubles they experience. How de- 
praved is the human mind! Though it 
| eee and wa ee i 

. 
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ties et, hom ſwiftly does it ay to 
% thoſe unfriendly exceſſes, which are cer- 
_ "tain to involve in ſtill greater difficul- 

ties! The reflection, I confeſs, is un- 
plealing—but not more ſo, I fear, Won 
it is true. erwog, Y 


1 


View the principles which actuate the 
world in general; and inſtead of won- 
dering that life appears ſo very uncom- 
fortable, we muſt be aſtoniſhed that it 
is not beyond conception worſe. Pride, 
avatice, with all their horrid attendants, 
ſeem to be the moving ſources of action; 
and if vice remains at the root, it can- 
not produce virtue. Such, alas! are 
| the propen ſities which are often the 
means of joining the moſt diſaffected 
minds in the conjugal ſtate and of in- 
Haring 4 to them a life of perpetual miſe- 
ry. I hope we ſhall eſcape theſe ſnares, 
ſince a mutual and firm affection will 
guide us to the altar; nor will one bit-. 
ir reflection inte pole, to diminiſh that 
ſublime 
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ſublime peace and + tranquillity which 
will invariably be 'nuztured in our bo- 
ſoms. I do not mean, however, to ex- 
ult over the unfortunate: no objects 
of diſtreſs, whatever may be the origi- 
nal cauſe of their miſery, demand the 
utmoſt pity from . hearts. 


But to be a little more ſerious with 
you, my dear Sir! You ſeem to lay by 
you ſteady philoſophical powers, when 
you ſtart even the poſſibility of excel 
lence to be the deſtruction of your peace. 
The compliment you paid me I ſhould 
have received with diſguſt, as a piece 
of the moſt offenſive flattery, from any 
other but yourſelf ; ut how oppoſite 
were my feelings, when I ſhed the 
filent tear over your wandering lines! 
It was not the tear of diſdain—no, 
Charles; it was that of pity. I antici- 
pated the penetrating ſigh which burſt 
from your heart when you was penning 
07 _ and lamented the treachery 
0 
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ns reaſon, that it ſhould deſert 
you at the very moment [when the 
weakneſs of bumanity demanded its 


| Recalled, Sie, A Aon acultics ; 2 


may yet await us, and finally diſſolve 
te union you wiſh one moment does 
not bring a protection for the next, nor 
does the evening ſhade inſure to us the 
morning light. Were the arm of death 
to caſt an arrow at my feeble frame, 
and take me from yon and all my 
friends; would reaſon then forſake you, 
and leave you to dwindle out 2 miſer- 
able exiſtence, deſtitute of one conſala 
- tary moment.? Forbid it, Heaven wo 
* idea pierces my beast. | 


A in Pk Jeight 8 
chen, you may have anade a very im- 
proper eſtimate af my excellenge ; but, 
ne it to be, a perfect one, ou, 
7 not nn, a exchange of 


7757 vir tue, 


2 | 


+ © 
"" 2. 


LOVE AND inna. AFFECTION. 39 


virtue, which at beſt is only in a fluctu- 

ating ſtate, for that celeſtial purity and 
happineſs which can never change nor 
decay? Ves, ſurely you would. I will 
venture to mdulge the thought, that in- 
ſtead of virtue oppoſing your peace, it 
would produce an harmony which 
would only clofe with your exiſtence, 


But in | the midſt of all my reaſoning, 5 


I find it is eaſier to give advice than ap- 
ply it; and muſt confeſs, that I am of- 
ten loſt in the moſt pleaſing anticipa- 

tions :—theſe I am 3 anxious 
to realize. 


Farewell! May the ſweeteſt repoſe be 
bine —Haſten, quickly haſten to the 
cottage where thy abſence feeds with im- 
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LETTER VI. 
ro MISS LOUISA HARTLEY. 


* 


London. 


5 Nt OTHING i in this world can animate 

me to purſue the intereſting hiſtory of 
Mr. and Mrs. Anſell, but the pleaſure I 

have received from i it, and the deſire of 
communicating it to my dear Louiſa. 1 
know not where it will end, nor am 1 
particularly anxious about it. 


Mrs. Anſell, after reading the letters, 
was going on with her narrative, when 
Ve were interrupted by the appearance 
of the ſervant with the tea things. As 
ſoon as they were removed, ſhe refumed 
her tale, and related as follows: 


e be as conciſe as poſſible,” ſaid 
: the excellent woman, * the firſt year 
wet 1 ? produced 
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produced them a fine 'boy,—lt lived 
only a few months—during which pe- 
riod the world ſeemed to be neglected 
by them, as an empty void, and their 
mutual happineſs centered in the dear 
babe. The next year produced them a 
girl, which was your friend. This happy 
period too was but ſhort :—-my mother, 
after ſuckling me three months, was 
ſeized with a violent cold which ſettled 
on her lungs. The phyficians ordered 
her to refrain from ſuckling but, alas! 
every effort was in vain—a haſty con- 
ſumption carried her off in about ſix 
weeks. 


v My father rendered diſconſolate by 
this adverſe ſtroke, was ſeized with a 
ſtupefaction. He ſaw but few people, 
and knew not thoſe he ſaw ;—till at 
length, one of his intimate friends, who 
had more influence over him than the 
reſt, ventured to reaſon with him on 
his ſituation, | = 
| When 
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When his recollection was reco- 
© vered; be remembered that -the infant 
of his deareſt partner claimed his pa- 

ternal regard and determined from 
that moment to devote the whole of 
his time to me and, to palliate his mif- 
fortune, to make me (as he termed it) 
the exact reſemblance of his dear 

e Eliza How far my father has ſuo- 
 caeded in his wiſhes, I am not at liberty 
to ſay e thaugh I may with propriety 


afſirm, that no parent ever took more 


pains to inſtil the pureſt principles of 
virtue into the mind of a b el 
. 


5 A 1 into the houſe, 
to attend me through my infant days. 
As I grew, ſo my father's fondneſs in» 
exeaſed. At the age of four years he 
5 began 40 inſtrust my tender mind; and 
it affords me a ſingular degree of plra - 
ſute vihen I reoollect his adiduity, and 
- the happineſs it gave him. 


n of 346 He 
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« He procured me ſuch. books as he 
thought would gradually open and pleaſe 
my tender mind, firſt carefully peruſing 
them himſelf. He taught me every re- 
lative duty not with an air of auſterity, 
which is too common among parents 
but with that ſerenity and cheerfulneſs, 
which, inſtead of agitating the breaſt 
with fearful apprehenſions, inſpire the 
mind with a kind of modeſt confidence, 
and diffuſe mutual happine(s to the ſire 
and the babe. He kept me obiefly 
under his own xye—yet he thought it - 
_ abſolutely neceſſary that I ſhould be in- 
troduced a little to ſociety, left a ſhy- 
neſs became habitual, and rendered me 


by a diſagreeable companion when neceſſity 


called me more immediately into life, 

He ſought a feu young aſſociates for me, 
as well chat l might copy good. examples, 
as avoid bad ones; and when I remark» 
ed any miſconduct ia my young friends, 
as not agreeable to the impreſſions I had 
received, he end to ſtifle the 
T 7: "any 
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idea of my ſuperiority, by conftruing 
. every error into a leſſon from my future 
conduct. If I chanced myſelf to deviate 
from the path in which he had inſtructed 
me, he pointed out my fault, and its 
_ conſequence, with that degree of deli- 
cacy and tenderneſs which is ever a - 
more powerful mean of exciting refor- 
_ than N and correction. 


* Thus inſtructed, the motives which 


| impelled me to love, urged thoſe tender 
fears to offend an honoured father, which 
ſpring from gratitude, and which _ 
| to inhabit the breaſt of every child. 


n My i mind, which was rather win 
expanded itſelf every day ; and I ſoon 
began to learn the importance of religion 
and virtue. Young and ſuſceptible as 
I was, no wonder if the baits of vice 
had eaſy acceſs to my heart. But though 
I did not enter into thoſe unhappy errors 
which ſo often enſnare the younger, 
hs P * 
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yet I felt ſuch propenſities to err as coſt 
me many ſevere conflicts. Ves, Matil- 
da! I ſaw the excellence of education, 
and adored the wiſdom of that Provi- 
. dence, who had appointed me ſuch a 

friend and ant. : 


«© In domeſtic exerciſes were my 
odd hours. partly employed; my 
father judging that a knowledge of thoſe 
affairs was as neceſſary for a woman, as 
an extenſive knowledge of the world. 
At length I arrived to thoſe years when 
a. mutual confidence became indiſpenſ- 
able; and he endeavoured by gentle 
and perſuaſive arguments to diſpel 2 
fear that * it. 


I now reached my twentieth year; 


and my vanity was often flattered by 


ſeveral young beaux, who endeavoured 
to ingratiate themſelves in my favour. 


Though I was at times pleaſed with 


their n, yet my reaſon kept the 
| aſcendancy 
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aftendancy ſo far over my heart, as to 
prevent my becoming a victim to im- 

poſture. I laid every pretenſion before 


5 my father with fimplicity, who always 
adviſed mè as an intimate friend—but 


never r urged W my inclination. 


Mr. Anfell was ſoon after intro- 


duced to our houſe by a neighbouring 
gentleman. At firſt ſight of the lovely 
youth I felt myſelf embarraſſed, but was 
almoſt at a loſs: to know the reaſon. 

The filent bluſh conveyed powerful ideas 
to each of our minds; and I then for 
te firſt time began to think 1 re. 
* in love. | 


* While the two ſenior gentlemen 
were employed in talking over the news 
of the day, the young ſtranger addreſſed 
me in an eaſy and bewitching manner. 
Our converſation turned chiefly upon 
books and poetry. He appeared ſo in- 


r that his company became every 
bs, | moment 
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moment more deſirable, and F wiſhed 
him only. to give me the moſt diſtant 
hint of his approbation. But this he 
prudently reſerved. for another oppor - 
tunity, when both our judgments might 
be more mature. However, he gave 
me to underſtand, that he ſhould take 
the liberty of paying us a morning viſit 
or two during his reſidence in the coun- 
try.—Invitations were exchanged on 
both fides by the old gentleman, and 
the two viſitors departee. 


I remained in a ſituation better con- 
ceived than expreſſed for the ſpace of 
three days, continually wiſhing for a 
ſecond interview: my appetite began 
to fail, and I was diſagrerably haraſſed 
between fluctuating. hopes and fears. 
The day came that diſſipated my anx- 
lety. 626657 2166 þ EQS 1 N 


© As I was looking from the window, . | 
law a young gentleman alight from 
By S La his 


* 


My father was gone to viſit ſome 
his generoſity for their ſubſiſtence we 


were therefore alone. 
proached me with an air of modeſt aſ- 


as a prelude to ſomething more moment- 


fancied myſelf an excellent phyſiogno- 
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his horſe, and haſten towards the door. 
My heart leaped as it were within me; 


I felt thoſe tender emotions which are 
familiar to ſenſible minds in theſe ſitua- 


tions. 


* * 


poor objects who depended chiefly” on 


Mr. Anſell ap- 


ſurance, which rendered him doubly 
captivating ; and after the firſt compli- 
ments were over, we employed ourſelves 
ina general converſation. 


— with the /utmoH 
rapidity, and he began to- think of re- 
turning. He gently preſſed my hand, 


Ous. I anticipated his meaning, and 


miſt. The language of his eyes was ſo 
n „ to grant his 
requeſt 


| LOVE AND PILIAL AFFECTION, | 49 
requeſt ons he ad a me an Soph 
pan, 


* , - — * 


* With a ſmile g of Untetnels he re- 
queſted to know if his addreſſes would 
be agreeable. I was ready to anſwer in 
te affirmative;—but the recollection 
of duty which I owed my father; toge- 


* ther with his generous behaviour towards 


me, forbad my doing it before I had at 
| leaſt conſulted him. I therefore told 
Mr. Anſell, that it was impoſſible for 
me to give him a poſitive anſwer, till I 
had obtained paternal approbation. This 
J articulated in a confuſed manner, at- 
tended with a bluſh that rendered me 
for the motnent very uncomfortable. 
He relieved me from this awkward' fitu- 
ation by approving of my reſolution, 
and taking his leave, with a promiſe to 
wait on me in the courſe of a few days. 


When my father returned, I ac- 
quainted him with the circumſtance. He 
| D approved 
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3 W of my conduct, and promiſed 


to inquire into the character and ſitua- 
tion of the young man. He accord - 


- ingly made inquiries, and received the 
molt. . agreeable intelligence reſpecting 


\ 


[Sus ſat one day in my chamber, 
. muſing on my ſituation — forming reſo- 
lutions and breaking them my father 
entered, and ſhut- to the door. His ap- 
pearance added to the eonfuſion of my 
mind. was convinced ſomething, re- 
markable muſt have hurried him into my 
apartment. He obſerved my confuſion, 
and diſhpated my apprehenſions by aſ- 
ſuming a familiar aſpect, and addreſſing 
me as follows: 


99 5 T1 perceive, my dear, your embar- 
*.raſlment ; but do not let the preſence 
© of your Batre diſturb the ſerenity of 
your heart. Be calm, my love, nor 
ever diſtreſs me by doubting my con- 

> 36 * fidence. 
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fidenee I feel for you, as every pa- 
© rent qught to feel for a child. Re- 
member, I was ohoe young: myſelf, 
and felt thoſe propenſities which you. 
are at preſent” acquainted with. 
_ © have” made inquiries reſpecting a. 
© Anſell, but find nothing very flatter- 
ing in his eireumſtances. This, how- 
Jever, ſhall be no obſtacle, He has 
been unfortunately deprived of a great 
part of his property by the perfidious 
* avarice' of his guardian. T am highly 
pleaſed with his character. It is ſu- 
perior to rank and fortune. Receive 
his addreſſes and be happy. Tou 
are my only child, therefore I cannot | 
bear the idea of parting with you. I 
© know you will not object to reſide 
© with me: particularly when I tell you 
© that the proſpe& of your happineſs 
© will be a great addition to my own.— 
Do not, however, let me decide for 
* you, You are come to an age in 


which the laws of your country, as 
8 well 
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well as thoſe of humanity, leave you 
Ip to your own choice. Think well, 
| © whether-your mind be prepared to ſub- 
Ee oh: mit to be a wife. In learning to be 
24 child, J will hope you have learned 
Pt © alſo to be a parent. Many important 
. * truſts will call your mind into action; 
E your real character will now be open 
to the world for in no ſituation are the 
By good or bad qualities of a perſon ſo 
* readily delineated as in the marriage 
tate: beauties and deformities are 
Se traced with perſpicuity—virtues and 
_ ©. vices are expoſed to the gazing world 
* —and ridicule-and contempt, or the 
© moſt diſguſting flattery, will flow from 
© the retroſpect. Theſe it is neceſſary 
* you ſhould be aware of, that you may 
avoid the ſcrutiny of the one, and be 
© indifferent to the artifice of the other.” 
He then held out the letters which 
8 1 read to 0 you, and continued: 
e A647 M4 preſent 
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1 preſent you with theſe letters, 
8 chat you may be acquainted with the 
motives which united Jour parents. 
oF vou imitate the precepts they 
eontain, you will arrive to the ſame 
fſummit of happineſs we enjoyed 
but of what duration it will be, "is 
* only in the womb of Providence to 
determine.“ 1 M 
777 1% 41603 WP 
Lo Then with tears of Ag which 
5 penetrated my heart, he ſaid, * Ours 
© was but ſhort. The death of your 
mother was a ſevere ſhock to my 
5 feelings; ; and the only conſolation 
© left me, was the certainty that ſhe 
reached a ſuperior abode of happineſs, 
* where I hope one day or other to unite 
with her for ever. In your Purſuit 
after happineſs, be prepared to meet 
© the events of Providence with forti- 
tude: — ſteeled by the influence of re- 
| „lein and virtue, you will feel a di- 
* minution of horror, and exhibit an 
* IE = 3 * example 
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« example to the world worthy of imi- 


* 
1 * 
C 


. 9 "OLIN 
1 1 KC „A ſudden rap at 9 — door, "Quits an 
Ks end- to) his ſpeech ; and 1 had only 
ume to thank him for his kind inten- 
tions before 1. company was deſired 
e aao, 2 +1 ( | 
„Malis 

15 Wich tears of tit ſtreaming 
from my eyes, I was again left to my- 
ſelf. Contending between the paſſions 
of love and duty, 1 knew not which to 
place vppermoſt i in my boſom. ., When 
my judgment became a little cool, I 
reſo! ved to make them inſeparable 
| companions. I muſt,” thought1, be 
_ * juſt, be dutiful and affectionate to my 

L father 1 feel I muſt though my 
* heart be divided with another. 
< Ves, 1 will nurſe him in his old age 
and,, as he protected me in the in- 
To * firmaities of infancy, ſo will I be aſſi- 


© duons in n che pangs of in- 
, | 8. * i 1 * fir mity 


< 
=} 1 eier 
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© firmity in his latter days. It is a bleſſ- 
ing to have ſuch a father, and a pri- 
. * vilege to be able to convince him of 

* my eſteem by every dutiful office.” 


„ was awakened from my vat 

by the maid, who came to inform me 
that Mr. Anſell was waiting to ſee me. 
After collecting my ſcattered ſenſes as 
much as poſſible, I haſtened to the par- 
lour. He rofe to ſalute me, and in- 
formed me that he had obtained per- 
miſſion of my father to wait on me 
and requeſted my approba tion to com- 
plete his wiſhes. This I granted with 
a ſmile—and I can only conceive the 
feelings of his heart by fhoſe of my own. 


Here, my dear Louiſa, we were again 
interrupted by the ſervant, who came to 
inform us that the ſupper was ready; and 
$ think; it high time to cloſe this pit. 

Your affectionate | OHH 
|  MariLDa Roeineon. © 


D 4. LETTRE 
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"LETTER vn. 


x0 MISS. LOUISA HARTLEY—inclofed 
1 with the former. 


JJ ENVY 215 
| A 2 Landon. 
My Y laſt letter was meter too late 

for conveyance : but I -think it a fa- 

vourable circumſtance; otherwiſe you 
would, perhaps, have been unpleaſingly 
5 ſuſpended in anxiety for the comple- 
tion of Mrs. Anſell's hiſtory. As ſoon 

as the table was cleared of the 12 981 

ſhe conciuded as _ | 


| « The attachment between Mr. An- 
ſell and myſelf became mutually ſin- 
cere, and my father beheld it with 
pleaſure. I was ſitting with the latter 
alone one day, when he addreſſed me, 


bt as near as [ can recollect, in theſe 
295 words : 


* 
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words :—* My dear Eliza, I was once 
vain enough to hope, that your me- 
© rit would have raiſed you to a dif- 
© tin&tion in life, that would have been 
* an honour to my old age hut, up- 
« on reflection, I found that my rational 
moments were ſometimes invaded by 
# flights of fancy that flowed from am- 
dition and pride imagination at 
times elevated my mind, as well as 
my body, to an immenſe height — but, 
* alas! a flight movement hurried it 
* from the baneful precipice ; it return- 
* ed chagrined to. its former. ſentiments, 
and folly ſtared it in the face. I for- 
got that contentment was equally at- 
* tainable in the middle as in the higher 
© ranks of ſociety—and that a peaſant 


© could boaſt of its familiar intercourſe 


with a king. Obſervation however 
* interpoſed, and ridiculed my. delirium 
—] then called myſelf a fool, and de- 
* termined never to be biaffed by ſuch, 
* motives in future. In this reſolution. 
Ds. T have 
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1 have continued ſtedfaſt, and am 
© happy in the proſpect that you are 
© Tikely to be united with one who, 
though he cannot beſtow on you 
wealth nor titles, yet will watch ten- 
1 derly over your peace. I long for 
the morning to dawn when you: will 
„ potk be happy; and I hope you will 
eultivate thoſe principles (however un- 
8 faſhionable): that are 885 W to 
4 * conduee to nee H 
. Mc. Anſell was obliged + to teturn 
to London— but as ſoon as a convenient 
opportunity preſented itſelf we were 
married, in the preſence of my father. 
He lived with us fifteen months, and 
was delighted with the conjugal happi- 
neſs we enjoyed; for which he offered 
up his tribute of praiſe to the Giver of 
ery good pift, who had Preſerved him 
to witneſs ſuch enjoyment.” She Aigh- 
4 and faintly articulated, © I now 
come to the cloſing period of his exiſt- 
| ence. 
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ence. | He was taken with a violent cold, | 
which brought on a fever. At intervals 
he was perfectly ſenſible : he ſaw that 
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his end approached ; nor did he  mur- 


mur at his fate; no timidity was'to be 
ſeen on his countenance; no deſire to 
prolong his days. The conſolations of 
religion- animated him with calmneſs 
and compoſure, and taught him to 
look beyond the grave. He called us 
to his bedſide, and taking each * us 
by the hand, he ma 


a 9 95 dear children, you have now. 
© to. witneſs a ſcene that humanity in 
general ſhudders at. I feel I am haſ- 

* tening to my exit. The ſtroke I ſup- 
_ © poſe will be affecting to you both. 

But recolle&, we were not: ſent into 
this world to live in it for \ever—our 
*. probation is but ſhort—we wander 
© but a little ſeaſon—and then we re- 
tire to a ſettled reſidence. It is good 

W 6 VV; ben cd 
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eto be ready when the grim monſter, 
* impele by n l 


— - Draws his ſteady bow, 
55 "ye chrows his quirering datt. 


* 


12 1 will extort no eme of tendernefs 
to each other after my deceaſe : my 


* confidence forbids it, becauſe I have 


< beheld your mutual attachment with 


5 uninterrupted Pleaſure ; ; and were it 
not that my mind is prepoſſeſſed with 


Joys beyond the grave, nature would 
 * ſubmit with greater reliance to the 
* fatal blow. It is indeed a conſolation, 
that I leave my daughter in the hands 

_ © of one who regards her happineſs as 


© his own : this reflection diveſts me of 
every unpleaſing apprehenſion, and I 


5 retire without a dread to the ſilent 
4 tomb. I-fondly hoped to have en- 
2 joyed your ſociety many years; but 
Itheſe hopes are deſtroyed, and I am 
+ ſupported by a more permanent one 
F * —even 


— 
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| * —even that of anticipating an inſe- 
* parable union. Continue in the ex- 
: erciſe of religious virtue, and train 
your children up in her paths; and 
when you come to the cloſing period, 
terror will yield to tranquillity, and 
the horrors of death will become the 
mann of bliſs.” 85 


- * * - 


© Then he preſſed our hands; and 
while the paternal! tear ſtole gently 
down his venerable cheek, he conti- 
nued in a ſtill fainter voice, I now 
* take an affectionate leave of you. 
* Farewell, my dear children ! May you 
be bleſſed !, and may the ſmiles of 
Heaven proſper youl—I die in 


4 peace.” | 


© Exhauſted with this exertion, he 
called for a little wine, and after wetting 
his lips he laid down and expired with- 
out a groan, Mr. Anſell and myſelf 


were bathed in agonizing tears, and 
with 
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5 with the moſt ſorrow ful bebt we 3 
formed the laſt duties. Now ſay, Ma- 
tilda, have I not enough to affect my 
* Feelings, to urge my tears? Few ſuch 
fathers few ſuch friends!” 


Here the ſweet woman cloſed her nar- 
rative; and I think ſhe has given us as 
perfect a hiſtory of an upright charac- 
ter as the world can produce. Her fa- 
ther had a generous mind, which made 
him the friend of virtue, and rendered 
bim great through almoſt every action 
of his life. Magnanimity was conſpi- 
cuous in his latter moments; and the 
ſerenity with which he made his exit 

was a ſpectacle of grandeur rarely to 
equalled: and though his death was a 
ſevere ſtroke to ſurviving relatives, who 
but the unthinking would wiſh to have 
_ detained him a moment from the Peace- 


ul habitation to which he is gone ? | 


Mr. 
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Mr. and Mrs, Anſell have juſt left us, 
and are returned to the family manſion 
in Hampſhire. They have made my 
father and ſelf promiſe to viſit them 
| early in the ſpring; and I confeſs I 
ſhall be happy to embrace the opportu- ' 
nity. I felt a kind of ſelfiſh ſorrow at 
parting with them, and know not how 
to make up the loſs any other way than 
by hoping again to ſee them. 


I have taken a deal of trouble in com- 
mitting the above to paper. You will 
now be able to- imitate my precedent, 
as I am informed your father gains 


 _ ſtrength; for which reaſon you will have 


a little more time. By complying with 
my wiſhes, you will convince me of 
your unalterable affection for 


MaTILDa ROBINSON. 


VIRTUE 
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VIRTUE 1s DISTRESS; 
| 4 
OPPRESSION 8 AVARICE. 
IN TWO LETTERS. 


— 


— 


8 Views | is bold, and goodneſs never fearful,” 
g SHAKESPEARE. 


% 


&« Fe then or /be, that marries for ſo baſe an 
« end as profit, without any poſſibility or proſpeRt 
&« of love, is guilty of the higheſt Srutality ima» 
V ginable, is united to a carcaſs without a ſoul 
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VIRTUE in DISTRESS; 


OPPRESSION and. AVARICE. 
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To MISS MATILDA. ROBINSON. 
Bath, 


Mr, dear Matilda vill = a little ſur- 
priſed at the date of my letter uſt 
as -your laſt epiſtles arrived we were 
preparing for our journey, the phyſi- 
cian having adviſed my father to drink 
the.Bath waters. Perhaps I cannot bet- 
ter ſatisfy you for the trouble you have 
taken, than by informing you that 
your letters afforded us ſo much plea- 


ſure as made us forget the fatigues of 
travelling. 


5 
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| travelling. I am at a loſs where to be- 

gin my commendation—and yet I think 
| you have a prior claim admire your 
patience, and am * meafure 
| 12 imitate it. 75 
The deſcription Mrs. Anſell has 5 
en you of her father and mother, ſur- 
paſſes every thing of the kind that has 
come within the circle of my know- 

ledge. She might well ſay, that © were 

< their example univerſally adopted, 
it would ſpare many from becoming 
*-the victims of folly and caprice.” 
Such inſtances of ſimplicity and candor 
| are ſeldom to be met with. ror lh 


9111 3 8 | 3% „„ >» £ 


lam cally « blend with the cha- 
raters of the parent and the child. I 
am affected at their loſs, ny feel a ten- 


der 'Hmpathy f Toll blem. | FA 9 


141 LE 1 $323 14 


* 


S 32 


Ho h ods it be for the 


| world, if "Parents" in wy adopted 
R "ME. 


— 
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Mr. Elmer's plan! By inſtilling princi- 
ples of virtue into the mind of his child, 
he laid a foundation for confidence 
and converted that dutx to a privilege, 


which to, a mind otherwiſe educated 


would have appeared a taſk. Heaven 


certainly deſigned him for a being of a 
ſuperior order : he knew how to com- 
bine the father and the friend; and in- 
ſtead of acting the tyrant where he had 
power, he generouſly diſdained to op- 
preſs humanity. Yes, Matilda, I feel 
a high veneration for thoſe characters, 
who can- boldly ſtep out of the com- 
mon track, and bid defiance to the pre- 
judice of mankind, by facilitating the 
happineſs even of a child. 


How a are the 33 of marriage 5 
converted in to monuments of diſgrace! 
See the parties moſt intimately con- 
cerned ſtanding like a beaſt—neuter. 
The miſer and the proud ſire contract, 
while the poor victims remain paſſive; 

an and 


and a at laſt to appeaſe the craving ap- 
| petites of pride, are” obliged to ſubmit 
to miſery and dilgrace, or, in ſeeking 
an aſylum of peace, be abandoned to 
poverty and wretchedneſs. © O huma- 
nity, how art thou fallen from thy ori- 


| Sina! t 155 

: tines of i are common in 
tis city. We generally viſit the Pump- 
room, where the company reſort, every 
morning. Here we are preſented 
with a group of figures that at once 


excite pity and contempt. You can 


hardly conceive the contraſts that alter- 
* appear before us. nk 


The old and decrepit libertine, unable 
to ſupport His ſteps only a few paces, 
is obliged to be wheeled' in a chair. 
His countenance is a picture of de- 
bauchery; and you may obſerve, amidſt 
all the diſtortions of his features, a de- 
ſire to repair the emaciated injuries 
which his conſtitution has ſuſtained. 
The 


71 
The aged female tottering with infir- 
mity, though convinced that ſhe is haſ- 
tening to her exit, would fain deceive 
herſelt and the world with reſpect to 
the date of her exiſtence: ſhe daubs her 
venerable locks, the colour of which, 

to a virtuous mind, would reflect an ho- 
nour and a comfort, and decks herſelf 
in all the gaudy trappings of faſhion ; 
and were it not. for thoſe unavoidable 
wrinkles which furrow her brow, and 
the reeling of her fabrick, ſcarce able 
to ſupport itſelf againſt a puff of wind, 
one would be at a loſs to diſtinguiſh the 
young and the giddy, from thoſe who 
are juſt ready to ſtep into the grave. 
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Here the proud coxcomb, whom fol- 
ly and diſſipation have reduced almoſt 
to a ſtate of dependance, dreads the 
moſt diſtant idea of poverty, and, like 
a bird of prey, watches an impetuous 
moment when he may ruſh on the un- 
wary woman, who, by reinſtating him 

| in 


* EVENING AMUSEMENTS, | 


in his farmer poſſeſſions, too often . | 

comes: the partner of his diſgrace, with 
Ry certain ee of miſery. 

5 1 Fong are. the e girls 
Ro: whoſe happineſs centres in flirting about 
with fops. Aiming to gain their aſcen- 
dancy over their gallants, they lay aſide 
the modeſt veil of delicacy. This af- 
fords them only a temporary triumph. 
At length, mortified by ſucceſſive diſ- 
appointment and vexation, they de- 
ſcend to be the dupes of their own fol- 
| ly, and finally ſwell the annals of infa- 
my. | 
But you will ſay, Are there no cha- 
racters that deſerve a more pleaſing de- 
ſeription Ves, my dear, there are. 

| Here you may ſee blended in one, the 
fair, the gentle, and the amiable—here 
the wiſe and the prudent—and here alſo 
the unfortunate. An inſtance of the 

latter deſcription I will give you, s 


I was 
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1 was one day walking in the geld 
contemplating the beauties of nature, 
when I ſaw ſeated on a bank under a 
hedge, a female. Her appearance was 
penſive and dejected. J approached 
her, to convince myſelf of her ſituation. 
To my ſurpriſe, I beheld a countenance 
beautifully delicate; and though time 


had given her clothes the marks of po- 


verty, yet it was evident ſhe was a be- 
ing above the common ranks of ſociety. 
I felt. myſelf intereſted in her favour. , 
She obſerved me drawing near her, and 
in all probability, had I not quickened my 
pace, would have concealed her diſtreſs - 
ſome time * 


ra to appear as AG 
as my feelings would admit, and pru- 
dence forbad my inquiring abruptly 
into the cauſe of her- diſtreſs; I. there- 
fore aſked her the way to a neighbour- 
ing village. She replied, with an accent 
that at once convinced me of my ſuſpi- 
cions. 


BY 200 * Madam, 


— 
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Madam, I am a ſtranger to the 
country; otherwi I 5 e 
221 to inform you.. 
5 From what part then did you 
_ *-come?” ſaid I with a ſmile. She bluſh- 
ed, and a torrent of tears ſtreamed 
[ from her eyes, when ſhe 1 faid. 


I am an unfortunate woman, ty 
* exiled from my friends and myſelf; 


but perhaps it were "better to hide my 


a n — 

© Why hide your misfortunes? What- 
© ever may have been the cauſe of your 
* diſtreſs, you are not undeſerving of 
_ © pity.” 5 5 


Can you feel then for diſtreſs?” ſaid 
ee, eee 


I ccan not only tort, but I can be 
£ happy allo in being 1 the friend of vir-. 
"me; 
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* tue, and in relieving diſtreſs. Tell me 
* by what means you are deſerted by 

* your friends, and 1 will endeavour 
g W | 

« 1 Madam; endeavours will 
be fruitleſs. I, perhaps, ſhall be con- 
* ſidered the aggreſſor, by firſt deſerting 
* them; nor do I-wiſh to return, till the 
arbitrary feelings of a mother be re- 
* duced-to thoſe of a friend. 


an * 


A mother! Is it poſſible that a mo- 

* ther can act the tyrant to ſuch exceſs, 

as to oblige her daughter to fly from 
her preſence? By what motives was 

_ "ſhe actuated? 2 


© By pride and avarice, Madam. A8 
you ſeem to be intereſted in my diſ- 
* treſs, I will entruſt you with my hiſto- 
ry. I need not deſcend into all the 
* particulars reſpecting my parents. It 
1 9 ill 


. 
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vill be ſufficient to inform you, that I 
: © Was born! in Birmingham. 

My father was WIR TP in a capi- 

© tal manufactory, and acquired a con- 

* fiderable fortune by his aſſiduity. He 

died in the prime of life, leaving my 

mother ſole executrix. And though I 

© was, of four children, the only one 

* that ſurvived, yet ſhe felt herſelf hap- 

© py in reſigning me to the care of a 

© maiden aunt; who, fearing my morals 

would be either extirpated or corrupt- 

- ©ed, requeſted as a favour to have me 
5 for a companion. | 24 


— 
— 


My mother was as much pleaſed at 
© the idea of being relieved from ſo 
much trouble, as my aunt was at reſ- 

_ * cuing the daughter of her brother from 
certain ruin. I am ſorry to ſay, that 
© the former always delighted more in 

5 8 * diſſipation and faſhionable amuſements, 
e ä 5 
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© than in thoſe domeſtic concerns which 
© ornament the character of a woman. 


My aunt's general employment was 
* inſtructing me in relative duties—nor 
did ſne exempt me from thoſe accom- 
* pliſhments. which with prudence are ſo 
beautifully attracting in our ſex: She 
carefully endeavoured to encourage 
* ſuch principles of virtue in my young 

* mind, as ſhe thought would be necel- | 
* ſary to guard me from error. - 


* At length I was attended by ſeveral 
(young ſuitors. Age and education 
© had ſo far matured my underſtanding, 
as to make me prefer the virtuous 
* mind, even though his fortune were 
* contracted, to the man who had habi- 
* tuated himſelf to vice. My good aunt 
5 approved of my choice; and the ſane- 


* tion of my mother only n. to 
* complete my wiſnes. 


E The 
: 3 aa 
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4 The addreſſes of one gentleman, who 
bete Wrüme even beyond my expee- 1 
© tation, but whoſe character and con- 
duet had equally rendered him diſagree» 

» Table; I refuſed. Inſtead of receiving 
| my anſwer as poſitive, he immediate 
©1y" haſtened to my mother; thinking 
lat by an offer of a ſplendid ſettle- 
ment he ſhould eaſily overcome by 
"fie; what would be otherwiſe inac- 
eeſſible; and when Mr. Williams, for 
* whom I was partial, applied for the 
_ © ſame favour, he was rejected with con- 
_ © tefipt, and informedz that her daugh- 
ter had already an-admirer more ſuit- 
$7 EE Birch and fortune. 


; n 8 "RO 1 was „ Tuthittoned! to 
Lappear before her; and; to my ſurpriſe, 
__ *-onſent-to Mr. Green to wait on me; 
Lat ilis ſame time praiſing lim for his 
© perſonal accompliffiments; and re- 
D minding me of the advantages of his 
A . © ſuperior 


* 
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* ſuperior fortune; telling me that ſhe 
expected 1 would receive his addreſſes | 
+ without any heſitation. 


] could no longer be flent—T chi | 
fore told her, I was exceedingly ſorry 
© that it was not in my power to com- 
©ply with her wiſhes—for I had con- 
ceived a ſettled diſlike to his perſon 
Las well as to his character; and that 
] muſt beg leave to decline the favour 
ſhe had intended me. At this ſhe 
| threw herſelf into a moſt violent paſ- 
*fron—wondering at my taſte—and 
* threatening to deſert me if I did not 

immediately conſent to his propoſals. 
She faid;, that ſhe had a right to diſ- 

* poſe of me as ſhe pleaſed; without 
„ hearkening to the ſilly nonſenſe of a 
© fooliſh girl; and that ſhe had fixed 
E "_ time for the ceremony, which was 

be in the courſe of two months. 
permitted me to take my leave | 

* and defired me to prepare r for 
be the event. 

E4 I returned 
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I returned with'a ſorrowful heart to 
my aunt, whom. I found ſpeechleſs. 
An apoplectic fit during my abſence 

had deprived her of her ſenſes. She 

8 ſoon, however, recovered ſo far as to 

attend to my diſcourſe and appeared 

| © * anxious to know the reaſon of ſo ſud- 
den a call to my parent. I related eve- 
ry particular. She heard me with at- 
ttention, and raiſed herſelf in bed to 
© write to my mother. All was in vain : 

* the latter continued inflexible, and or- 

_ dered me immediately- to come and 

* reſide with her. This unexpected 

neus had fo great an effect on the mind 

of my aunt, that ſeveral fits ſucceeded, 

6 and at t laſt carried her off. 


8 To 8 my ano Pl billet 
was put into my hand by the ſervant, 
© which ſhe ſaid came from Mr. Will 
ams. The perſon who brought it deſired 
« that it might be delivered immediately, 
+ as the gentleman from whom it came 
6 * Was : 
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* was gone abroad; a copy of which I 
vill ſhew you.” She then took it from 
* pocket. It runs thus: Tp 


„ TO MISS BLAIR. 


* YOU cannot be a' ſtranger. to 


* 


the impreſſion you have made on my 


heart. 


* The beauties of your mind as well 
as your perſon, have captivated my 
tenderneſs. But, alas this is not 
enough. ay : 


« Your mother has informed me with 
a con temptuous countenance—that you 
have an admirer more ſuited to your 
birth and fortune, and that a few days 
only remained to ſettle it. 


* My pride forbids my further intru- 
fron—perhaps you have conſented. Be 
> WIS "014 4 05 "BP 


* — 
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| i vil never moleſt your happi- 
Helga ſhort time, and E am. Gan 
0. Farewell. 1 ef 15 


— 


„ WILLIAMS.” 


She now gave vent to her tears; and 
vou will naturally ſuppoſe I became a 
Partner in her exceſſive grief. =. 


8 I have written till my hand tires, 
3 Make my kind reſpects to your mother, 

and compliments to Mr. and Mrs. An- 
ſell: tell them, I hope one day or other 
we ſhall be perfonally acquainted, 


My father is ſomething better, other- 
wiſe I ſhould not be at liberty to ſcrawl 
fo long. He joins in compliments. 

Allow n me to beg you will believe me 


Yours, 


Lovisa HARTLEY, 


LETTER 


G 
. 4 8 - 
1 
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| LETTER IK. 


TO MISS MATILDA ROBINSON. - 


EE bao” Hs ig 
I DID not intend, my dear, to deprive 


you of the remaining part of the unfor- 
tunate Miſs Blair's hiſtory, You have 


now her continuation, After a ſhort 


pauſe ſhe related as follows : 


©] was diſtracted with the heap of 
* misfortunes that attended me. To 


© add to the reſt—the next day, before 
I had recovered my ſhock, I. was mor- 


* tified by the appearance of Mr. Green; 
* His manner appeared more diſguſt- 
ing than ever. He began by inform-- 
ing me of his ſucceſs with my mother.. 
Linter- 
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I T interrupted him, and begged him 
* at leaſt to be ſilent for the preſent on 


OS the ſubject, as my mind was ſuffici- 


* ently agitated by the affliction that 
* had ſo recently befallen me. After a 
few inquiries he left me, and promiſed 
to wait on me again at a more con- 
5 venient ſeaſon. 


© was now obliged to attend to the 
77 laſt duties I owed my aunt, before I 
| © could obey. my mother' s mandate. 
3 You will perhaps wonder that my aunt 
did not provide for me before ſhe died; 
5 but this was impoſſible, as her eſtate, 
* which-was but ſmall, became the pro- 
* perty of my couſin, the next heir at 
© law. She left me all that ſhe could 
which amounted in value to about 
four hundred pounds, including her 
clothes and furniture. As ſoon as I 
© had depoſited her remains, I haſtened 
to my mother. She ſuffered me to 
5 live! in peace a week ; when ſhe in- 
> 5 4 formed 
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formed me, Mr. Green had ſent a 
card to acquaint us, that he intended 
waiting on us in the afternoon, and 
deſired me to conduct myſelf towards 
« him as though I pf voa of his ſult. 


ES, 1 told her, it was unde that 
* I could by no means accept of him. 
- * She replied, that in a few days ſhe 
* would ſee the ceremony performed ; 
* otherwiſe I muſt quit her preſence, 
* nay, her houſe. The latter I prefer- 
red, rather than become a legal proſ- 
_ * titute. L was convinced, in ſuch a 
* connexion I could not do {juſtice to 
my own feelings in the character of a 
wife, nor to him as my huſband. 


My mother previouſly poſſeſſed her- 

* ſelf of nearly all my clothes, and I 
had only about fifty pounds left: it 
did not, however, deter me from my 
* deſign, I have wandered theſe fix 
months , my little treaſure is nearly ex- 

G N 


* 


— 
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rt WRT am at laſt arrived at 
* the pitiful 88 ition in * N 15 


5 > 4 


57 9 coth n 4 
« . * > — 


—— 


. * | 
* 


lden aſked her if 1 ſhould + write to 
ber mother, and endeavour to ſoften her 


heart by argument. She conſented to 
my propoſal.” I immediately took her 


home to our lodgings, and made her as 
comfortable as } could. The gratitude 
ſhe diſcovered at my little attentions | 
increaſed N eit. 


+. 


"apes to thi andy: 'and in four 
1 kad a letter to inform me, that ſhe | 
was on the point of death, and only 
wiſhed to ſee her daughter, that ſhe 
+ confeſs the injuries ſhe had done 
her, and receive her forgiveneſs ; that 
Mr. Green had died a miſerable victim 
to vice; and that a letter had been re- 
ceived from Mr. Williams, who was in 


© the Weſt Indies, but was expected foon 


to return. This account I read to her; 


A \ 
— - = 
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and: ſuch was the filial tenderneſs of her 
heart, that ſhe immediately fx ooned 
away. When the recovered herſelf, ſhe 

appeared in a kind of frenzy at the idea 
of her mother's death. I procured her 
every medical aſſiſtance that was neceſ- 
ſary; and, when ſhe was able to bear 
he e afſiſted eee rand 
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Mi Blair had only left us a week be- 
fore I had a letter from her, written in 
ſuch a ſtyle, that I now confider her ac- 
quaintanee as an acquiſition rarely to 
be met with. After reciting the death 
of her mother, with the diſagreeable in- 
. _ nene it, ſhe W e 


I ſhonld charge myſelf with ingrati- 


| © tude were I not to acknowledge your 


© kind interpoſition, when I was ſink- 
ing under a weight of obſcurity and 
© diſtreſs: the rugged hand of poverty 
© had nearly deranged my animal ſyſ- 
tem. To whom am 1 indebted ? to 

_ © whom 


- 
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© whom can I make a return? I know 
the generoſity of your nature, nor 


vill I diſturb it. You feel a recom- 
*-pence within that ſprings from a con- 
* ſciouſneſs' of doing good: this is all 
you wiſh. - I' confeſs I am happy in 


. Og a friendſhip with a perſon 


* who can delight i in being the friend of 
© the oppreſſed. My heart dictates 
*-more—but the unhappy circumſtances 
that now attend me forbid it. The 
* death of my mother is a ſhock to my 
feelings. I can forget the injuries 1 


received from her hand, and hide them 
under the weakneſs of humanity. 
Vou will not wait for invitations— 


but come and ſee me when you can 
© make if convenient. Ad jeu, &c. 


The laſt nts I b of this 


| Ct. woman were, that Mr. Wil- 


liams Was arrived from abroad, and 
that * e ſoon to be married. 
What 


— ” 
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What a contraſt do the characters of 
Mrs. Anſell's father, and of the mother 
whom I have deſcribed, preſent! The 
former conſidered his child had an equal 
right to the privileges of humanity wit 
* himſelf; but the latter, poor woman! 
never gave herſelf the trouble to think: 
ſhe concluded, that the idea of parent 
was inſeparable from uſurpation and 
tyranny ; and that peace of mind was 
only a ſmall compenſation. for wealth 
and titles. In theſe, however, ſhe was 
_ unfortunately. deceived, and no argu- 
ments were ever forcible enough to con- 
trovert her miſtaken ideas, till the near 
approach of death removed the veil 
from her bewildered ſenſes. Then it 
is, in general, that the human mind 
begins to feel the importance of truth 
and equity, and confeſs them ſuperior 
in quality to faſhionable and diſſipated 
notions. How ill calculated was Mrs, 
Blair for either wife or mother ! She 
diſcovered a very contracted mind, 
| with 
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FATAL CREDULITY: 
on, THE 


DESERTED DAUGHTER. 


is IN TWO LETTERS. 


2 Ds) is that 3 N has more ſenſe 
16 than W e 


* % " 


70 When a woman has taken one falſe ſtep, " 
* (in general) too late to think of receding z the 
* is neceſſitated to go on. 
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FATAL CREDULITY: /* 
3 4 . a, THE: 


DESERTED DAUGHTER. 
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LETTER X. 
TO MISS LOUISA HARTLEY. 
The? K London. 
Rall v, my dear Louiſa, you Have 
acquitted yourſelf admirably, I return 
you a thouſand thanks for your tale, 
and ſhould be happy in a perſonal ac- 
I quaintance with Miſs Blair. I applaud 
her motives for leaving her mother 
though it was a dangerous experiment. 
What are not wandering women expoſ- 
ed to!—Many unhappy creatures, by 
endeavouring to avoid one evil, are in- 
| ſenſibly led into ſnares and temptations 
: yy ; " TOs which a 


_ - EVENING. AMJSEMENTS. 
5 515 they little ſuſpect. The . 

is treacherous—and few Males have 
learned the art of defence enough to 
be always on their guard, when their 
peaceful hours ate likely to be invaded. 
-  -Inexperienced in the arts of vice them- 
ſelves, they cannot bear to harbour ſuſ- 
picion of others, till at length they are 


5 pe caught in the net, and feel themſelves 


* 
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O | ws ; : 
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2 5 4 a RY | 
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obliged to bow at the ſhrine of infamy, 
To add to their misfortunes, they are 
deſerted by their neareſt friends; and 
what they ſubmitted to in an unguarded 
moment, they are compelled to continue 
for a pitiful ſubſiſtence. Lucinda, the 
= daughter of a reſpectable citizen, is 
7 eminent, inſtance, of this kind of mis- 


— 


2 


auence could beſtow, at an age when, 
-* * without a little reſtraint, it is moſt dan- 
© gerous. She was young, beautiful, and 


3 ne in her.  Imaginations—but 
V „ gal - 


* 5 0 
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5 PATAL CREDULITY. AE 95 | 
withal virtuous. ler charms attracted 


a a retinue of admirers : each one ftrove 


for the conqueſt ; but all were equally 
unfucceſsful. At length the young 
Philaſter, who had ſome previous know- 
ledge of Lucinda's family, ſaw her at 
the play-houſe. He was attracted b 
the beauty of her perfon, and the ele- 
gance of her dreſs; and being of a a 
genteel appearance, he eaſily introduced 
himſelf to her notice, —He was perfect 
ly verſed in frivolous converſation, re- 
marks on the dreſs, ſcenery, c. The 
awkward manner in which the conduct- 
ed herſelf, ſoon convinced him of the 
' Nate of her mind. 


* 


When the hay" was over, he begged 
leave to attend the young lady and her 
mother home. They accepted his pro- 
poſal; and he had ſagacity enough ts 
diſcover the further im 1 be had 
made on the e | | 


| Philaſter 5 


Fe -— 


Eg | EVENING AMUSEMENTS. 


Philaſter was the ſon of a wealthy 
knight at the weſt. end of the town 
but an extravagant libertine —poſſeſſed | 
of more loquacious ſenſe than ſolid, vir- 

tue. The volubility af his tongue, to- 


| gether with his -perſonal appearance, 
- were. much ; in his favour ; and in a little 


time he obtained a paſſport to the ten- 
der heart of Lucinda. He was her equal 
in fortune —but, owing to an old family 
diſpute, had a difficulty in getting the 
conſent of parents on each fide. Every 
thing, however, was at length amicably 
ſettled. The time was appointed for 
the marriage, and the news readily cir- 
culated. | | 


8 FO before the 1 PETER? 
8 following note was ſent to Lucinda 
by a young lady, whoſe fortune was 


3 5 rather contracted, but whoſe agreeable 


manners made her beloved by all who 


bad the he pleaſure of Wonne her. THEN 
TO 
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" p _- 
P | 9 


o LUC To Ac! 


. 4 8 fl 720121 
5 &« © THE news: 5 to 8 ed me, 4 
4 ow are : ſhortly to be united to Phi- 
« laſter; Be it ſo-you are innocent. 
But feel for me, Madam, when I tell 
I Rk that the treachery. of the man who 


* ſoon to be your huſband has reduced 


£38 « me to ſhame, has conſtituted. me, 


« wretched. My ſtate of mind forbids 
* the unfolding my tale of woe: could 
6 you know it, you would drop. the 
« ſympathetic tear... I once anticipated: 
the morn. like. yourſelf—but may you 
++ eſcape the miſery of the unfortunate 


* 
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Lande s father cath the above, 
and in conſequence countermanded his 


Sh FF «& 


former, conſent. He made inquiries 
* 


bee be reſpecting 


i 98 ar ins wvesbrrwre. 
lin the unfortunate young lady, 
and found that Philaſtet had by promiſes 
ſeduced her, and then deſerted her. He 
Preſented dhe note to his daughter, and 
informed her ef the particulars he had 
beard—forbidding her to ſuffer Philaſter 
to enter her preſence again—or forfeit 
his paternal} eſteeti. It did not, ho- 
ever; affect the feelings of the hardened 
debauehee, ; nor deter him from villainous 
purpoſes. "He had never felt the vir- 
tuotis inſtuence of love; and inſtead of 
being mmertified at the diſcovery, he con- 
ſſdered tt a fivourable opporttinity. to 
_ Bbieiietiged'or 4 fattilly enem p) 
eme elite n Ar) 
Lucinda, unfortunately, too OY in- 
tr rined"Philaſter of her attachment to 
him, before ſhe had Properly ſtudied 
- his character or the bent of his inclina- 


— 


5 = tions —ſhe had gone | too far—nor would 


„ the "feeling 8 of her 'heart | permit her to 
- ler father s Injutifion. Fatal 
33 womat {Why Hot 


ZV chou 


* 


5 "PATAL cxEbvLiTyY, 5 99 
thou form weapons to oppoſe thy own 
peace Why betray thy weak credu- 
lity, and ſuffer the Ne to increaſe 
in e 3 
| 5 

Philaſter found means to 6 rü 

to her company. He was not at a foſs 


to juſtify his conduct, nor to reprobate 


the ſeverity of her father. He made 


uſe of infinuating” proteftations, that 
are too often proof againft reaſon. He 


| told her, there was no poſſibility” of 
their being ever united but by ftenlth— 
"that" ſhe muſt ebope with him, and de- 
pend on his honour that he mould be- 
lieve ſhe had no affection for him, un- 
leſs ſne complied immediately with his 
wiſhes. This however ſhe refuſed— 
though with ſuch a ſpirit of timidity, 
chat it did not deprive him of the hope 


| of ſucceeding in his baſe deſign. He 


ſwore to love and conftancy—painted | 


the horrors. to which ſhe muſt expoſe 
him if the perſiſted in . his re- 
. F quet— 


— 


* _— 


* © 
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queſt—the ſea—the ſword—the ball 


with a thouſand other terrifying ſcenes 


which the humane female trembles at. 
At laſt ſhe thought him - ſincere. Nei- 
| ther the threats of her father, nor the 


intreaties of her mother, had any weight 
on her mind. She conſented — fatal 


conſent fatal moment - ſhe packed 


up all her moveables againſt the time 


i appointed—ſhe fled—and that too with 
a wretch who had no ſooner deprived 


her of the. conſolations of virtue, than 
he retired from her preſence, and left 


her a conſiderable diſtance from home. 
| Ina few hours after he ſent her the fol- 


lowing card : 8 


10 Lu 0 0 A. 


— 


22a IF Lacinda had . inflex- 
« ible | in her virtue, ſhe would never 


5 & | have been deſerted. | 


if —— The vile foe: virtue, | 
Though they neer prattite, 


%. 


« If 
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« If ſhe cannot be conftant to herſelf, 


_ * ſhe would perhaps never be conſtant 
* to 


„“ PRHILASTER.“ 


In conſequence of this unhappy ca- 
, taſtrophe, Lucinda dreaded to return 
to her parents; ſhe ſpent all her money; 
and not till the pinching hand of po- 
verty had overtaken her did ſne make 
known her ſituation. The pride of her 
friends was too great to take a repent- 
ing child again to their boſom.” She 
had been guilty of a crime that had 
diſgraced herſelf and her . and 
no pardon was to be obtained. A 
vuvretched ſituation for a ſenſible mind 
Her reſources were entirely ſtopped. 
Poverty threatened her on one hand, 
and infamy on the other: to avoid the 
former ſhe ſubmitted to. the latter. 
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- ſaw him approach; and with « ſhriek, 
which ſhook: the bed that ſupported her, 
' the ſtretched forth her hand, cloſed her 
5 on and explied, He in return, be- 

79 85 4 LESS held 
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She was ſoon reduced to thoſe un- 


Ha bappy extremities that attend the miſe- 
nable wretches who wander the ſtreets ; _ 
and ere two months had elapſed, her 
delicate conſtitution began to decay. 
Death ſtared her in the face. She made 
1 448.5 1 8 to 2 1 5 | 


The idea of death ww 180 


9 and her father haſtened to 
her lodgings. He entered her miſer- 


able apartment, where be found her 

ſurrounded with a group of wretches— 8 

Who, though they were loſt to the com- 

mon feelings of humanity, yet had ſen- 
+ Gblllty enough to lament her ſituation 

1 91 in beats. 1 1 


. 


- She k PHD is 8 voice, ed 
Lifted up her worn out eye-lids.—She 


wy * — * 4 . od 
* « l ; 


— 


rare e, 193) 


| held her pallid cheek—and whilſt his 
fabrick ſhivered with horror at the affect- 
ing ſpectacle, he exclaimed, A 
FETT 

0 My child, my child ! What 3 85 . 
I done! Had I taken thee to my bo- 
&©< ſom, when thou wert firſt ſeduced, 
J might have prevented thy prema- 
4 ture, thy : ſhocking end.” —His re- 
| PRI e 


eee e 
the tale, favoured me wish a manufeript 
of reflections which was found in a box 
directed to her father. I. will tranſeribe 
them for your peruſal but muſt beg to 
reſerve it ren ae eg feel. TY. 
—affure MR Fam N | 
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1 COMPLY with my promiſe and my 


wiſhes, in ſending vou the 0 
of W e 


. 
8 . 5 


„%% *# 44 


> 25 the En. Sw lu. e 


18 


* I 1 n 


ay 1 £17270: 
Hl I eres to your menaces, 
y kd. regarded your kind entreaties, 
peace might have encircled my heart. 
5 might have repoſed in the lap of 


* plenty, happineſs might have been 
© mine. _ Miſerable | alternative But, 


c alas! why were ye the means of my 


s "being? 1975 the firſt cauſe of my mi- 
4 5 4 92 * ' p * ſery ? 


% 


| | FATAL CREDULITY. 105 
© ſery? Why did ye not conſign me to 
_ * the ſhades of immortality; ere the in- 


© nocerice of infancy had been blaſted 


with vice? Why did ye mature me 
© for wretchedneſs? why deſert me in 
© the moment of error, and oblige me 


© to yield to crimes—crimes which my 


_ © ſoul ſhudders at? 1 
Had you extended your ag 
_ © arms, and caught me from the brink 
* of deſtruction, when the perfidy of 
_ * Philaſter betrayed me, it would have 
© been an action worthy of yourſelyes 
* —you would have extenuated my mis- 
fortune; you would have ſoftened the 
* pangs of my heart, and ſpared the 


* pains which muſt bave attended your 
* OWN. 92 


. * You” might have reſcued your de- 
luded daughter from infamy, and have 
enjoyed many pleaſing hours in her 
© tenderneſs : but you have unhappily 


TY d denied 


- — * | 
— — —— — — —x——ñæ¹4t: —ꝛ p —-—- 
: s 4 : 
bh 
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N er have e e | Hook 


] 5 C ! 1 theſe 8 


< © have: exiled her to poverty and wick- 
nel I would not ARS but how ; 
am eee i 9p 33331 
Hh x „„ 45 diſeaſe, 
0 n racks wy feeble frame, 


| OE . : wh 
YE tf * *. i a *. » LL — a - 
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het Ar 7787 $5 PHE.” 
F e at Abt. 


Hark! dee miſtrable Alem ate re- 
* turning fiom their vices. Some, in- 
eee, forget their wreechednes: 

others; alas! afcend with flower 


ps and every ftair extorts ſome 
Keen IE; or bitter remorſe = 


0 


5 85 Three 0 "clock i in the mornisg. 
Te © The cotiſolations of the wretched 


* are fed; fatigue: has. overcome them, 


© kindneſſes, and ace; retired to ref.. 
1 * left —— lest hans, 


3 5 emaciated Wh 


— 


— 


FATAL” CRED-ULITY.. 200 
© emaciated with diſeaſe, and nature 
vielding to its ſuperior force. I find 


© I muſt ſhortly bid adieu to, life. No w- 4 


am conſtrained to addreſs myſelf to 
my parents for the laſt time. I can- 
not long ſurvive-— the fatal moment 
* is haſtening to relieve me from miſery. 
My heart is ready te burſt with filial 
© tenderneſs. my mind ponders what 
g 20 cannot expreſs! Affection! What 


„ ww » *® 


5 an e Rey they | 
« would, relent, if they beheld: this coueh 
Jemen But, ah !,. were this the 
caſe, they would have ſought their 
© long: loſt;child —they might have re- 
* claimed+-they, might have ſpared me 
* theſe. bitter agonies! I muſt not re- 
proach them—I will not.—Gracious 
© Father of the Univerſe! Friend of the 


© unfortunate —pardon their errors— 
© pardon mine and unite. us Ow with 


e Farewell, farewell! 40 
2 Z ne 
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WS: ; Wil not „Li join in Hledeing. 4 
tear at the ſhrine of ſorrow ? Poor Lu- 
TER cinda how did her credulity betray her - 

© © intoerrors the moſt fatal! She ſeems as 

though ſhe had been born to be 8 

tim to wvretehedneſs. Betrayed by a 

| f monſter in human ſhape, rejected and 

deſpiſed by her friends, and conſoled 
only by the miſerable, what muſt ſhe 
ns feel'!—Unhappy woman! How many 
fſiemales eſcape thy puniſhment,” "who 
„ more deſerving of it than thyſelf ! ſ 
Many a ſplendid equipage ſupports. A 
deſpicable Proftitute, who delights' in 
infamy, hut by cunning preſerves her 
cCharicter; and from circumſtances un- 
. known, or ſcarcely to be conceived, 
25 many deluded creatures are Sense | 
= 0 to perpetual diſgrace. Perhaps they 
RR will experience a ane in their 

Es e bereafter. NE 
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FATAL CREDULITY. 109 
Fatal pride, that will not ſuffer the 
ene Parent to pardon an unfor- 
tunate crime'in a child Though, in a 


moment of deluſion, her virtue and her 
reaſon forſook her—yet ſhe might have 


Mo been refcued from the ruinous conſe- 


quences thit followed. How many of 
thoſe deluded wretches' might be reco- 
vered, were only the hand of pity ex. | 


if tended: towards them. 1 


N oh? | 


2 int i £7 


The Wy tale of Lucinda, how- 
ever, ſhould be a leſſon of caution to 
females, ever to be aware of either too 
much levity or credulity in their con- 
duct, whilſt in the preſence of the other 
ſex. Nor let the ſycophunt or the fop 3 
Etthe ſervile or the proud nor even 
the ſteady the brave the wiſe—or the 
prudent, be the ſubjects of confidence, 
till convinced of their integrity; but let 
females remember, that love without 
i . 


* 


"87 - 


Happy 


than eee for theſe. ineſting: 
| gs welt a 78 a1; od SVIVD 


1 EIO AMUSEMPNTS. 
Happy are thoſe who are out of the 


: reach of  teruptation.!. Jet them. not 


35 


triumph. Had they been, expoſed 
alike with the unfortunate, their fate, 
perhap 85 "would have involved them in 
the ſame calamities. Nor haxe thoſe 


who reſiſt the power of temptation . 


_ right to exult, ance, , were it their Fear 


. fon, education, . or geligion... that prey 


vented them from becoming Sick, 
they are indebted to ſomething more 


4 * 
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eee | Should any thing haps 


pen! before I hear from you, I ſhall not 
tand upon etiquette, but appiy pen 
n eee. ee le kr FOO 
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P. 8. We expect very ſoon to viſit 
our friends in Hampſhire : from 
thence I ſhall, perhaps, date my 
ORR OE, bd, 
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RURAL SCENES: 

| wirn THR 8 

FEMALE CONTRAST, 
A TALE. 


IN TWO LETTERS. 


% Can there be a more powerful incentive to 

« devout Gratitude, than to conſider the magnificent 
and delicate Scenes of the Univerſe.” 
. N nERVIV. 


— 
** * o 
it 4 


Have you ever ſeen a vulgar mind warm or 
* humble? or a proud one that could love? Where 
* pride begins, love ceaſes, —As love, ſo humility 
ns both, ſo the ſtill real power of man. 


* A woman whoſe ruling paſſion is not vanity, 
« is ſuperior to any man of equal faculties.” 
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LETTER XII. 
10 rss _LOUISA- HARTLEY. 


* "The Happy Lodge, Hants. 


W. have at aſt, my dear, complied. 
with the entreaties of our kind friends 
Mr. and Mrs. Anſell, and are arrived 
at this manſion of bliſs. Really, Loviſa, . 
you would be. delighted if you could 
imagine the extent of their conjugal 
happineſs. Nature herſelf feems ambi- 
tious to add to their felicity. 


„ 


. 


The 


* 
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. The ſituation of the hos is beauti- 
ful beyond conception: à riſing hill 
which commands an extenſive proſpect 
over the ſea—a view of the Iſle ß 
Wight—and the varying ſcenes which 
furround us by land and by ſea, make 
5 pleaſant an appearance as ever I 
„ 


In the 8 of FRE dale I ſee 

a leſſer farm : the peaſant and his fa. 
mily are buſily employed—and ſurely 
they have enough to excite them to 
induſtry.” The field wants the labour- 
ing hand to _ preſerve its cultivation; 
1 the cattle depend on their ſteady care. 

25 In the yard are the fowls pecking round 

the barn; the ftraggling ducks in the 

pond ; the. milk-maid milking her 
cos; 10 the pigs following the dai- 
5 1 to their trough. | 


— 


ö 

| 

| 

| 

} 

1 ; 
. further Mm _ lonely cot-. 
: ; tage ſurrounded with a ſmall garden: 

1 . C 


RURAL SCENES. 11) 
its poor inhabitant has ſtowed it with 
vegetables and fruits, and in a corner 
has placed a few bee-hives: with theſe 
he provides a little winter ſtore, that 
he may abate the craving appetites. of 

his family, when the rigour of the ſeaſon 
prevents his manual exerciſe, and 
threatens them with want. A friendly 
ſtranger enters the decaying wicket 
he is complimented by a ſnarling cur 
 —nor dares he approach till the faith- 
ful animal is relieved from his truſt by 
the appearance of his maſter, or e 
of the domeſtics. | 


On one ſide is a winding river, with 
a mill—on the other, an aſcent; in the 
middle of which'is a village church with 
a ſpot of ground the receptacle of the | 
dead. There, think I, the hero and 
' the vanquiſhed have equal claims to 
diſtinction: there the ſquire has no- 
thing to boaſt over his dependant te- 
nant: one cannot oppreſs, the other 
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1 no N to murmur. There the 


philoſopher, the divine, and the liber- 
tine ſink to a common heap; nor can 


human fagacity diſtinguiſh the parti- 


dles of either- There, thoſe whom 


the ſmiles of Providence have elevated 
above their fellows, reſt on the ſame 


.- N . * 
« ” | ” 
1 ing couch wi e unfortu- 
89 3 i Wo - : 
/ * - = j % = 7 

+ # v . 7 7 * 7 7 " . N " * i — * & 4 
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_ 4 2 * . my = - 


'» 


At the top of the-afcent are the ſhat- 


_ tered remains of an ancient caſtle. - At 
5 fight of this venerable pile am loſt 


in thought. Here the rich and the poor 


8 b > equally murmured at their hard 


i fate. Misfortunes have followed them 


anke! Hew many brave, animated 


5 fouls have - fallen ſacrifices 'in its de- 
fence! How: many anxious, ' hapleſs 


wives have heen deprived of their ten- 
der, their endearing huſbands! Ho. 


many helpleſs infants have loſt their 


only ſupport! How many families have 
; been reduced ffem affluence to wretch- 


. . edneſs 


RURAL SCENES. - „„ 
edneſs ! Ah happier days, that ſcreen the 
preſent age from ſuch woes]! Gratitude a 
ſhould uſurp an univerſal empire in the 
human heart. Now the ſtrength of the 

mighty is yielding to the influence of 
time —is en A tottering 5 5 
But enough. . e 


4 


1 believe this ſcene + 18 olds to 
inſpire the muſe. 15 ſend the follow- 
ing lines as a continuation, which have 
flowed from my heart this morning 
whilſt contemplating in an arbour. If 
1 thought you were fond of diſcovering 
faults, I would beg you to be favour- 
able in | your criticiſms. 


| 3237.1. 


iS » 2 | 4 A | - 


The conftant-brook, the murmuring rea, 
With all-their little train, ann 
\ The ſparkling ſuni-heati's cheering rays," 
Remove the heartfelt pain. 


„tr. 


i # 


The rifing hillock, moſſy bank, 
Tue ſpreading oak and vine, 
The ſhooting ſprouts and tender buds,.'. Mö 
Lo joy and peace incline. | 
ö ä 7 The 


\ 


_— 
- 


' Gant th' 8 e main 3 | . ; 


J long, I long to claſp my 1% =o 
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be. cattle and the bleating flocks ©) OO 


"The fleecy lagibkins 995 . n 
Move flowly up the craggy ſteep, S POETS 


And form a N view. 8 | e 
The feathered ſongſters i in 3 turn * 
Add beauty to the ſcene "ENS 
With vocal notes they ſcale the lies, 


And 3 he ſpleen, . 


* ee 3 19 tow'r 5 by 
The rural four bells tune; Re. 
| From thence the friking knell is heard 
To warn us of our doom. « F112 


& 5 26 8 meim co 4 - 7 4 
* 13 P «„ 1 = 


| The ſivering topſail fliesz , . 
Waves roll o'er wa ves, the ſtip ps li bol %, Þ | 
And with a billow rife. | nen 
1 feel a thouſand flutt' ting fears— - 
Perhaps a kindred there 3 
Perhaps ſome youth once more: inhales 5 
His fay'rite native ar. 1 A 


Wich gazing eyes he thus repeats, - 


- © Haſte an, ye wings of time | 


* In * fond arms of mine.“ e ; 
0 | 


- 
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In addition to the above deſeription, 
our friends have a dear little infant: 
they unite in telling me it is the ſweets 
of matrimony. I am ready to believe 
them, and feel hens met inclined 
wits etl I. 908,70 {YO SAS 


How do you' think we ſpend our 
time? Perhaps it may be called an un- 
faſhionable manner, but I believe you 
would like it much. 41 ; 


13 the morning we riſe about ſeven 

| o'clock, and take a walk, if we have 
time, in the fields—otherwiſe, ' in the 
garden, till eight, After breakfaſt, when 
the duties of the family ate over, if we 
have no particular engagement, we 
again reſume our walk to ſome adja- 
cent village, or to viſit one of the 

lonely cots. e 


13 


Sometimes we witneſs the moſt af- 
fecting ſcenes of poverty and diſtreſs: 
oh W 


— 


— 
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1 


and _ this is the caſe, our dear 
friends ſhew themſelves fo very aſſidu- 


: ous in-lefſening_afflition, that I begin 
to think them almoſt without their 
equal. They diſtribute a cheerfulneſs 


wherever they go; and the counte- 
nances of the poor creatures are ſo ad- 


mirably marked with gratitude, that a 


ſenſible mind muſt ever feel itſelf am- 
ply rewarded in admiviſtering: to "wr 


neceſſities. 
FE * 


— 


At other times, we have a more pleaſ- 


0 ing ſcene. Picture to yourſelf a group 


of four, five, or ſix children, riſing in 
regular gradation, and running to the 


door to meet and welcome us to their 
hoſpitable dwelling. Here we are em- 


ployed a quarter, or perhaps half an hour, 


in inquiring into the conduct and beha- 
viour of each child; that who has the 


beſt character 18 rewarded with a little 


ke Ty token of. approbation. By 


chmee, each is ambitious to merit 
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the good opinion of Mr. and Mrs. An- 
ſell; and it ſometimes happens that 
. they have all an equal claim to a pre- 
ſent. After viſiting ſeveral. of theſe 

| cottages of different deſeriptions, we 
return home to dinner. 


Some mornings we viſit the genteel 
and reſpectable neighbours, and then 
thoſe of the middling rank; for our 
friends affability has ſecured _ the 
| W of all. Tek 


Fans a think that, of every claſs 
of mankind, to be neither rich nor poor, 


ougght to be the moſt preferable, as it 
is certainly the ſituation, wherein the 
human mind is moſt capable of enjoy- 


nt. Theſe are the people, who, in 
general, know the ſtate ↄf their finances, 
and the extent of their abilities. And 


though they cannot boaſt of ſplendid 

equipages or glittering liveries, yet they 

have hat Me to ſecure, them from the 
Co 

N:: inroads 


o 


AAo AA. 
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3 


5 ls” of poverty, or to prevent their 
| 1 perpetually haraſſed by. merce- 
pH mary credi tors, Nei ther EX treme to cor- 
85 rode the peace of their, 'boſoms, how 
tank fully happy ought they to be! — 
and yet, alas! how little gratitude i is to 
be en even among them! 1 


C n 13-70 * 94. 
S122 We were a few evenings ſince ata con- 
cert of vocal; and inftrumental muſic; 
| where, among a varicty of other com- 
pany, I obſerved two young ladies who 
appeared to be ſiſters; and having a little 
_ ++ Phyſiognomical ſkill, I concluded their 
./: diſpoſitions were oppoſite. One of them, 
whom I ſuppoſed to be the eldeſt, was 
1 E countenance; ſhe had 
a bro bf contempt, a ſatirical grin, 
= — a conceited ſmile. The other had 
6 a open countenance, which rather 
15 attracted admiration. My notice, .how- - 
"OO" was ſoon; transferred from them 
to ke wut * 9 when T1 
returned, 
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177 F 


returned, if poſſible, to make myſelf 


N who they were. . 


When yea be at e 155 we 6 aa no. 
* Gibkh 
company, our evenings are employed 


with the needle. Mr. Anſell ſometimes . 
reads, or elſe we divert ourſelves with 


tales. I thought it therefore a favours | ; 


able. opportunity to make my inquiries 
| reſpedling the two young, ladies I had 
ſee? at the concert, and of whom I. 
had formed my opinion. Mr. Anſell | 
thanked me for the honour' Þ; had gone 


him ; though he conifeſſed it wis rather 


an - unpleaſing. tac to analyze living. | 
characters; but as he had a perſonal ac- 


quaintance with them, he would endea- 


vour to be impartial in his ſketches. 


12? FI I. 
He continued thus: 1. 


f il; CB. EAMDAT ET i! H 
u Txt 24 1 j 09 161 1 


The bames vf the ladies you' allude 
to, are Caroli 0 line and Sabina. "This are 
| daughters 'of a gentleman who died 
about fifteen years ago in the neighbour- 

r 7 bod; 


1 


5 | 
4117 


e 
29 $$ 


— 


* 
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v4 &:x pang of he . 
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hood; their mother being previouſly 
dead. Their father was of a proud, 
imperious diſpoſition, a deſpot to all 
who were neceſſitated | to bend to. his 
power; but their mother was univerſally 55 
beloved and reſ 2821 for her amiable | 


ES manners. 


as * „ £- is 
134g "ES # 4 ;* &' £4 : — SY 
. A 
. E 


« Carole — Sabine.” were OY or- 2 


. phans, when the age of the eldeſt did i | 
not exceed five years, with 4 fortune of 


3; 10,0001, each, under the direction of FE 


guardians. | b It was eaſy to diſcern even 


5 from infancy a contraſt 1 in their dicpe po- 


« © 14. 


| alone. . 


f 811 1 #6 > £7 3 P C 
Co 914 s Yiu — 5 ''% 3 $7 


« * had an education ſuited to 5 
a ; ſuperior rank. All the polite accom- 


pliſhments that could poſſibly orna- 
ment the ſex, they were made acquaint- 


ed with. But natural inclinations, un- 


for tunately, too often are not to be 


5 ; governed by theſe. : It i 1s indeed Poſſible 
> for the mind that has received the po-. 


liſh 


* 


- 
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liſh of education, to be more eaſily con- 


vinced of error than the uncultivated; 


but it is frequently difficult to regulate 
actions by moral impreſſions. So it is 
with Sabina, whom you thought to be 
the eldeſt of the two, but who in fact is 
the youngeſt. With her exiſtence ſhe 
ſeems to have received the principles of 


her father; ſhe i is vain enough to believe 


every one beneath her. It is true, ſhe 


has a fine perſon ; but her unhappy 


temper having habituated her to diſtort 
her features, that which imperceptibly 
ſtole on her from pride, will never, 1 
fear, forſake her, till the cold hand of 


death ſhall' difplay its irreſiſtible. pow-. 


en,” 


«If you happen to be in her com- 


pany, ſhe is inceſſanthy engroſſing the 


converſation to herſelf; her lapdog is 
a favourite topic; and if you chance 
to be heedlefs of: her frivolous chat, ſhe | 


feels Welt mortified; her countenance 
"oo " Wi becomes 


* 
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g 3 the tranſcript, of her mind ; 
| The gives you a ſullen contemptuous 
| look, and often will flirt out of the 


room. 


; « Sabina is now about nineteen years 
of age. She has had ſeveral admirers 
of her perſon; but as ſoon as they 
have penetrated a little into her mind, 
c they feel themſelves diſguſted, and for- 
ſake her with ridicule. It is true ſhe 
has had one gentleman, Who would 
have made a ſacrifice of himſelf if une 


2H | had only accepted him. It was a 


; happy diſappointment, could he haye 
- thoughtit ſo; but the infatuation which 


ſeizes ſome hs is ſo great, that 


though they were hung over a dreadful 
precipice by the moſt brittle thread, yet 
would they be unconſcious of danger; 


they would convert fortunate events 


into unfortunate ones; in ſhort, no- 
. Katt direful circumſtances Will 
1 . 2 1 Fae 4 | awaken 
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awaken them from deluſion, ad reſ- 
aue them from: mieren 


57 Skiing would often appoint to meet 
the young Alphonſo, and as often diſ- 
appoint him; or, to mortify him ſtill 
more, ſne would contrive to invite ſome 
other beau, with. whom ſhe would be 
more familiar. At length his patience 
was exhauſted; he ſaw no hope of ever 
attaining the ſummit of his wiſhes;, de- 
ſpair and vexation preyed upon his ſpi- 
rits, and a reſolution at once big with 
horror and diigrace haunted his imagi- 
nation. He went one morning to a ri- 
ver, and threw himſelf in; but happily 
ſome labourers coming by whilſt he was 
in the. ſtruggles of death, prevented the 
fatal ſtroke: he was to appearance dead, 
but immediate recourſe being had to me- 
dical aſſiſtance he recovered... 
<6 « Sabina Was nn of 855 euent; | 
but inſtead of being touched with Al- 
Phonſo 8 misfortunes, ſhe triumphed in 
V 


% xVinNG AfUS EBEN S. 
| her coriſequetice, tat ſhe was capable 
of being the means of ſo much miſs 
. hn, 
: Alphonts, Hen he grew well, per- 
4 his miſtake, and determined 
never to have any thing more to ſay to 
a woman, who could trifle with his af- 
fections, and expoſe him to inconceiv- 


— 


able pangs. He now ſaw, that her 


; heart was formed of too harſh' materials 
ever to afford him any conſolation in the - 
: marriage fate. She was not the love- 
ly woman his haſty imagination had 
formed her. No traits of delicate ſen- 
| timent could: he now- diſcover in her 
mind. It is natural to ſuppoſe, that 
when he reflected on the recent circum- 
ſtances of his life, his underſtanding 
muſt be ſhocked. When his frenzy 
however was ſubſided, and reaſon re- 
ſumed her ſeat in his heart, he again 
began to turn his thoughts to ſocial life, 
and made re of an 1 amiable young 


7 
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. who was every way qualifiel to 
render him Happy * | 


by Sabina is no. arches of pity and 
contempt. Even her ſervants are per- 


petually complaining of her unfeeling 


behaviour: ſhe treats them as thougn 


they were of the animal kind; and if 


| ſhe thinks they are a moment happy 


and peaceable in themſelves, ſne will 
haraſs them to fuch a degree as to de- 
prive them of the leaſt enjoyment. 


She never regards the entreaties of the 


poor, nor turns an eye of pity to the 
afflicted. She is unhappy in herſelf, 
nor can ſhe communicate any thing but 


unhappineſs to thoſe around her. Her 


ambition is unbounded : ſhe envies her | 
ſuperiors, and deſpiſes her inferiors. If it 


were not for the gentle Caroline, it is 


probable ſhe would be utterly forſaken 
by all. This is the character of Sabina ; 
the lateneſs of the hour obliges me to 
E that of Caroline till another 


evening.“ 
1 muſt 


= 


136 | EVENING/AMUSEMENTS. =» 
1 muſt follow Mr. Anſell, and break 
off for the preſent, reſerving the cha- 
ractter of Caroline for my next. Mr. 
and Mrs. Anſell unite in kind love; 
I believe the latter will encloſe a few 
lines when I write again, to beg the 
our of you to return this way to 


| London, My mother alſo joins in love 
- 3. * * . "of b | * 8 . : 
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VV 


7 


. " 
IS 15 


ro MISS LOUISA HARTLEY. 


Ha ants. 


Tus E following evening Mr. Anfell 
favoured us vith his continuation” of 


— 


In me nen of Caroline, 
ſaid he, you may obſerve an open, 
generous, and cheerful diſpoſition: 
from her infancy ſne has been beloved 
by all—even the noble and the beggar 
unite in her praiſe. She does not, like 
Sabina, intimidate. with a frown, but 
engages. by her amiable ſmiles. I can- 


not better deſcribe: her character, than 
iy mp into ſome of her more 


retired 
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retired ations, to which 1 have been 
witneſs. 


have ſeen her at aſſemblies and 
concerts, where ſhe has univerſally at- 
tracted notice: it did not, however, 
elevate her above herſelf: ſhe conn 
8 l decorum. | 


An her 3 ſhe adm diſcovers 
ſimple elegance with taſte ;—in her man- 
ners, ſhe has eaſe unaccompanied with 

_ diſguſting freedom ;—and in her con- 

_ verſation ſnhe betrays no affected airs, 
but pleaſes without the leaſt oftentation. 
With ſuch qualifications, you may ſup- 
poſe that Caroline poſſeſſes the admira- | 
fron of every one. * 


„Her purſe ever r ready to afliſt the 
poor; and ſhe: takes a delight in retiring 
at intervals from the more buſy and ani- 


mating ſcenes of life, to viſit the houſes 


; of n and the beds of affliction. 
| | AE. o * once 
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J once met her at the hut of ſome 

poor old deerepit people, who were 
hardly able to ſupport their exiſtence, 
owing to poverty, age, and infirmity. 
She hearkens to their tales of diſtreſs; 
and 1 have ſeen the commiſerating tear 
of ſympathy' trickling down het cheek, 
while ſhe held forth her Wenner er 
to relieve their wants. 8 


I aſked her if ſhe was not afraid of 
1 venturing to viſit thoſe decayed houſes, 
as well from their antiquity, as from 
the danger of catching diſorders ? To 
VIEW ſhe replied, fan 


„Shall I be afraid to viſit my fellow 
© mortals, who are formed of the ſame 
materials with myſelf?—No : 1 am 
too well perfuaded that the caufe of 
humanity is the cauſe of God. Were 
every one to fly from the beds of the 
Wu what would nally become x 

6 of 


9 „ '« 


i f * 


= 4 
1 
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of the whole human rave ? Can I live 


in affluence, and ſee the poor dying 


* with hunger? Can I ſee. them linger 


- to their exit, unregarded like brutes, 1 


and not turn an eye of pity towards 
them? No: humanity forbids it my 
1 feelings would upbraid me —and rea- 
67 ©; fo! would condemn me for not being 
more 28885 to its en Fea 


* 


* A 8 ce hos lately come 


to my knowledge, which eminently diſ- 
tinguiſhes Caroline's compaſſionate. ten- 
derneſs. A poor man came from a 
neighbouring pariſh to that in which, A 
ſhe lives, becauſe it was more conti- 
guous to his employment. He brought 5 


with him his family, which conſiſted of 


his wife and three children, and provid- 
ed a ſmall houſe (or rather hoyel) for. 
their reception. They lived in the 
greateſt harmony a and affection, and ſup- 
ported themſelves as comfortably as it 


was N out of the little pittance 
from 
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from their joint labour, which ſeldom 
exceeded ten ſhillings a week. The fa- 
mily was increaſing; the poor woman 
was very far advanced in pregnancy. 
Of this the overſeers had information; 
and fearing they would become bur- 
thenſome to the pariſh, came and per- 
ſecuted them in the moſt unjuſtifiable 
manner —contrary to every ſentiment 
of humanity, and in oppoſition. to the 
ſacred principles of religion; and infiſt- 
ed on their leaving the Fd in four 
. "77 IE 68s :1 


1 


— 


OR © As their little 8 — nor. of 

conſequence enough to conſtitute them 

pariſhioners, they had no other choice 
than to leave the pariſh quietly, or to be 
forcibly dragged like ſlaves or criminals 
in a cart. | 


4 The good man endeayoured to get 
his former habitation again, but it had 
been newly, e ſince he had left it 


nor 
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nor could he meet with a place to ſhelter 


himſelf and family from the weather, 


in his native pariſh. Theſe unfortunate 
circumſtances had fo great an effect on 
the mind of his wife, that it brought on 


LE a premature labour, and had nearly been 
5 85 the means of depriving her e in- 
>: fants of a mother's care. 8 . 


/ 


. Phe amiable BRIT bearing of 
the diſaſters which had happened to this 
induſtrious family, fled immediately to 


. their aſſiſtance. She inquired into the 


particulars and finding the overſeers 
were the inſtruments of their miſery, 
| hurried away to them, She charged 


them in the moſt delicate manner with 5 
inhumanity painted the diſtreſs in which 
they had involved the poor victims of 


their diſpleaſure and reprobated their 
cConduct in the moſt ſevere manner. She 
_ told them, that from their induſtry, 


there was no proſpect of their becoming 
burthenſome ; ; and Aa fuch a circum- 
- Nance 


\ 
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ſtance ought to have had a little more 
weight on their minds, and to have en- | 
couraged them to lenitx. | 


© By the feeling manner in e 
ſhe ſpoke, ſhe convinced them that they 
had done wrong, and they promiſed; to 
permit the poor creatures to remain un- 
_ moleſted till the woman was recovered, 
Caroline diſdained their terms, and told 
them.ſhe would become their ſecurity. 


© She fled again to the diſtreſſed fa- 
mily, and left them a little money, that 
they might provide what neceſſary com- 
forts the poor woman ſtood i in need of; 
then haſtened home, and ſent ſome food” 
to the helpleſs babes. As ſoon as they 
were recovered: from this ' melancholy | . 
affliction, Caroline ſought a better em- 
ployment for them. She put them in 
a ſmall ſhop, and collected a ſum of 
money; to which ſne added à loan off 
twenty pounds, which they were to 
repay if they ſucceeded. With theſe 
. helps 


f 
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' WERE 


— ISAT 


helps they, purchaſed : a ſiock of goods. ; 
in the grocery line; from which they | 
had a comfortable ſubfiſtence, and were 7 
| ſoon enabled to pay the loan of their 
kind benefactrefs. e 1 HTS 1? ; 
ya 169 mc. einde 41) Nod aA 
8 „bel houſe no- confiituted! them 
85 pariſhibners; and inſtead of becoming 
a burthen themſelves, they contributed 
do the ſupport of thoſe who were a4. 
ready bürthenſome. Proſperity attend- 
ed them in all their undertakings and 


N they, continued to manifeſt gratitude 


and affection to the perſon who was, 
the inſtrument of raiſing them from i in. 


n # 44 105 {1 ST: x25 $5: 7 
digence to comfo ort. . 


. | , WAS 1 % i. N k 
RICE YT 4 KIT FT OST? £26345 


— . * : 75 jp” Fe | 
92 ifs 22 90 * © er F * 8 4 'S}; 


« « Thus we hike ek, to hn that 
many poor creatures who are now, ſtary- 
s ing with ee e oy oppreſſion, MAP: 


Eh) #7 


rw; by e are a Pn. or 1 00. 
above them, if the ſmiles of fortune 
: 1 2 435% 4 "A 4.37 and 


24 3365 2177 DEL IISD $0: | 31 >, 
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1 providence attended them, would | 
move! in a ſphere very different, from that 
in which they now are, and would. he. 
come ſhining ornaments to ſociety. 


Jo the benevolence of caroline may 
be added her diſtinguiſhed piety, How 
"amiable does a character appear when 
ornamented with theſe united graces !|— 
Where the human mind is thoroughly 
impreſſed with the latter, it will pro- 
duce eminent inſtances. of the former.; 
for 1 maintain, that religion is no more 
religion, than while it influences to 
feeling, and charity to fellow creatures 
| in diſtreſs. N 


dd think, ladies; 3 Ws: an im- 
73 pulſe of veneration and affection while I 
relate an inſtance, of ene 8 r. 
| Yarn Ry 89 > vos 


| «] was entering the houſe of an old ay 
: woman, who lived, about half A mile 


rr 


Thy ours, was univerſally reſpeQted for 


her exemplary conduct, and was in- 
| | debted 
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debted for her ſubſiſtence to the gene- 
roſtty of thoſe around her; where 1 
heard the echo of a female voice. had 
previouſly been informed: the poor wo- 
man was near her end, and made it my 


* 


ERR buſineſs ee ie. 


* 
1 
1 


C When 5 oh rp the door of the "AY 
"caged apartment, I found the lovely 

| Caroline in the exerciſc of prayer. Ah, 
methought, I could have continued days 
and weeks a ſpectator of ſuch devotion; 
and 1 think I ſhall ever remember a ſen- 

\ fencegr two which eppes from her lips. 


0 PL. Eternal Baer of 
© the wide Univerſe! thou Supreme 
Judge and Everlaſting King! who 
eigneſt through the vaſt expanſe of 
of eternal ages—who'canſt call millions 
"Fe and millions of angels to | manifeſt 
© thine unparalleled ſplendor at the 
8 twinkling of an eye !—Thou to whom 
. kings muſt yield obedience, and 


2 pfinces wow their knees !—Thou, who 
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- ©. haſt the command of univerſal empire, 
* canft diſpoſe of kingdoms at thy plea- 
| + ſure, and art not to be controuled by 
the wiſdom of ſenators !—ſhall we 
dare to approach thy celeſtial Ma- 
© jeſty ? ſhall we dare to celebrate thy 
* praiſe with our feeble tongues, or to 
_ © aſk a bleſling at thy hands? Is it poſ- 
© © ſible that thou, who canſt ſcarcely. be- 
_ © hold purity in the inhabitants of heaven, 
_ © ſhouldſt condeſcend to the infirmities 
of mortality ?—Yes, Lord, thou haft 
' © faid it — The rich and the poor are 
equal in thine eſtimation—Oh! do thou 
* look down on thy poor worm, teach 
* her to be reſigned to thy wiſdom, ani- 
* mate her ſoul with ſublime proſpects, 
and, whether ſhe. lives. or dies, may 
he be Wr EC — , 


8 The poor aMicted woman heard 
her with filent ecſtacy—her ſoul ſeemed 

to be carried to the ſummit of glorious 
Amanat: contemplating the good- 


neſs _ 


"4d 


144 © "EVENING AMUSEMENTS. 


44 


—— 


1 


neſs of: God, and cheerful in the hope 5 
of happineſs. She took Caroline s hand, 


: and bathed it with grateful tears—ac- 


knowledged the many favours ſhe had 
received, and expired while ſhe was ut- ; 
"GERT: n It 


133 3 


Y 


460d To elvis Caroline, i is kind and 
e They all ſeem pleaſed when 
- ſhe is happy, and affected if ſhe is other- 
wiſe. What a contraſt in the charac- 


ters of the two ſiſters! One is hated and 


rejected for her pride the other be- 
loved and courted for her on, 55 


. 155 kindneſs. 


— 


« Caroline i is now dditvited bya young 
ee of conſiderable property. 


He is delighted with her charms, and 


— 


promiſes a great addition to her hap- 
Pineſs. I have given them both, toge· 
ther with Sabina, an invitation to our 
bhouſe to ſpend the evening, early in 
next week; vou will then, ladies, | be 
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able -to form your own opinion of 
them.” 83 ; . 


Here Mr. Anſell fniſlied his deletip- 
tion of the young ladies. 1 believe 1 
ſhall wait till J have a perſonal interview 
with them, before I ſend you theſe lines. 
1 ſhall then perhaps gee inch a further - 


account. 8 — 


* * a ” — f "© 


% 


+ MATILDA RoBINSON, 


IN CONTINUATION, 

Monday Evening, 

Caroline and Sabina, and the gentle- 
man who admires the former, have been 
with us; we have ſpent a very agree- 
able evening together, owing to the po- 
lite behaviour of Mr. Milward, and the 
pleaſing manner of Caroline. Of Sa- 
bine | wal ſuſpend my judgment, al- 
H 8 lou ing 


S 3 , 1 
= » o : 
q \ A 7 „ „ 8 


— 
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lowing the picture which Mr. Anſell 
7 has 8 drawn to be nearly _ | 


Mt. Milward is. 4 man af eonfadetable 
a e and, I think, a very ſuitable 
companion for the amiable Caroline: 
integrity is the characteriſtie of his coun- | 

tenance. An unity of ſpirits plainly 
appears; and ſurely thoſe who are thus 
united in the ſacred bonds of affection, 
will be happy and bleſſed in bonds which 
are of a civil nature. They parted with 
us about eleven o'clock and, if we live, 
we are to return the viſit ſoon. | 

Theſe few lines I have written in my 
chamber before I retire to reſt —For 
want of conveyance, I ſhall be obliged 
0 detain the whole of this letter woe 
e Wy 
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"© | * * by N N » : : v 
0 ' 3 : 4 4 - \ . F n 
f ' 
: * 


® „ «„ # „„ 9 


Tue ſday. 


We have this day heard that our en- 
_ gaging friend Caroline is taken dan- 
gerouſly ill; Mr. and Mrs, Anſell are 
fled to ſee her. We are all in conſter- 
nation. Every one ſeems anxious to 
hear ſhe, is better. eee I 20 1 | 
neee CW tb offi 

This 1 vil again prevent my 
ſending theſe lines to 1225 I ſhall ſcrawl 
ſeveral thoets'o of W Nn 6 


159 1 DA £22 K 24411 


| Wedneſday, 


She continues in Es convullions, 
attended with a fever ; though at times 
ſhe has her ſenſes, Every minute ig 

| * to be the laſt, The faculty 
„ ha ve 


e nne. 


have given her over. Our friends are 
8 Rill-with ber. 95 


7 4 


4 380 bed pole Tust, 
My forks are realized The | benevo- 
lent, the kind, tlie attracting Caroline is 
gone for ever. She is gone to the re- 
gions of immortal bliſs. - She is fled to 
receive eternal honours. My heart bleeds 
for the diſtreſſed Milward. He Win- 
conſolable. It is thought he . not. 
dag ſurvive hs rp ets © HT kg 


4 , * þ. . 44 
* . 0 d g N » poet, ag kl 


- 


Me. 1 as Anſell are FREY 
Gilliam is painted in every feature. We 
all drop tears, thoſe” ſilent tokens of -- 

grief, at their recital. Oh! Louiſa, 
your conception will be deficient for the 
5 ſcene. My pen is inadequate t: to the taſk. 


2155 


* 


817 . 


« « Ar nila (id Mrs. Anſell) "4 - 


4141 


j . ble) 1 perfectly ſenſible. She called 


- ; "for 
F. 5 | y 7 2 2 . 
SY Bil | — — 
8 = 0 
* * — © * 
v - 
4 * 


leave you, and retire to vonder world: * 


Tur FEMALE CONTRAST.” 149 
for her beloved Milward; and when he 
approached, ſhe pteſſed his hand, and 
begged him to be compoſed; and When 


ws ne a1 Fa of his ee the 55 


— — P 1 * 1 4 . 1 
A\ * 14 1415 1 18 . — — 2 
* = - 


ww ih 4 


115 oY deardft Friend, 1 ws FOI! | 
. much indulged myſelf with the 
S pleaſing hopes of being happy in your 
affections: but tis now time to bid 
adieu to tlieſe faſcinating charms. I 
Ham perſuaded it cannbt be long ere F 


but till I ſee you calm, I cannot yield 
© ta the fatal ſttoke with chriſtian dig- - 
©, nity, Do not diſturb my laſt mo» - 
© ments. I carry/my affettiort for you 5 
to the grave; and I hope to unite 
with you where we Can lever part. 


The eternal goodneſs of God decreed 
this ſeeming calamity fol wiſe and 


better purpoſes. Itꝭ is our duty mu- 
* tually to ſubmit without a murmur to 
© the great demands of Omnipotence. 

"8 Ba 93 


— 
1 k ff 
x 
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Tn he chat gave, of rather lent us = 
Ig, fe: he has 4 right to diſpoſe of us 
© as he pleaſes, and a claim to our im- 


plicit obedience. Be virtuous, my 


dear Milward! let piety diftinguiſh 
your conduct. Remember that, virtue. 

Will have its own reward: Vou will 
iel thoſe conſolations in the hour of 
departure, which can be derived from 
© no other ſource. Let the poor be ob- 
© jects of your concern: | ſuccour” them 
© it their diſtreſs,” and endeavour” to 
: * abate e ede 5 FS AA 


=. = 
* 


be . preſſed bs 1604; 5 

en e eee parting 
"F e ents - ANI 
iT 8 "ii 85 
85 4 Parewell! Be e ee Rn af: 
: yourſelf you will find many 
© friends; I hope, ſome too WO Will 
© be able to mitigate your ſorrows,” and 
ee _ E Au, 


d 
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Mr. Milward was too much agitated 
to make any reply. We perceived it 

was more than his ſpirits could ſupport. | 
He was accordingly prevailed on by 
Mr. Anſell to leave the room. When 
he came to the door, he looked back, 
and then haſtened again to her bed-fide. 
He gazed with fearful eyes on the expir- 
ing object of his faithful love=ftole a 
few more tender embraces, and retired 
with reluctance from her preſence. How 
heart-rending was this ſcene ! Before he 
had reached inthe? apartment in the 
| houſe, he ſighetl with violence, and then 
gave vent to his grief by faintiſig away. 
In this inſenſible Rate he remained a 
| a conſiderable time. FEE 0 this was un 
nen e elt. 


© | HA | 1 


Fr © The: ein Citelhe l. took an ae 
tionate leave of thoſe artund her: Hie 
ſpoke tetiderly to her fiſter and wheti 
ſhe had recommended us all to the mer- 
ciful kindneſs of that God in whom ſhe 


H4 had 
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5 had repeatedly truſted,” ſhe became a 
+ lifeleſs corſe, and fled beyond pain or 
ſorrow.— Thus ended the days of an 
amiable young woman —one who lived 
as ſhe died—pious in her life, and re- 
ſignedi in her death - univerſally beloved, 
15 as e en after. | 


4 « „The 5 is 3 8 
ſpectacle .of diſtreſs. Countenances 
which were once lively, betray: inward 

dejection. Every aged furrow enfolds _ 

bitter anguiſh... Thoſe who, have en- 
Juoyed the ſweets of her friendſhip, and 
| 7 thoſe who have ſhared; her beneficence, 
. drooping with deſpair. The tears 
which have fallen on this occaſion have 
ſpread a dimneſs on the eyes of all, in - 

| ſomuch that the beauties of ſpring have 

no charms—the fields are become diſ- 

8 coloured. The tuneful birds ſeem to 

2M have forgot their cheerful notes—nor 

1 have all the united ſcenes of nature 

* T enough 


42 


THE PEMALE/GONPRAST.” 153 


enough to lull the aching aher x 
poſe.“ Here Mrs. Anſell WO” 


2070 21. K bs 


* 
50 c 


218901 ll 15 tet 
Thus, Louiſa, J have been” Faith X 
in penning, as far as my recollection 
will permit, the whole of this affecting 
event. A young woman in the bloom | 
of life, animated with a proſpect of a 
happy connexion; is of a fudden taken 
off, and the hapleſs lover deptived of | 
the pleaſures he {0 fondly fought- after. 
But there is a conſolation left; ſhe. was 
Prepared for either life or death. In both 
ſhe evinced her virtue and her piety; 
and think thoſe only who are fit to live 
can be fit to die. It ſhould teach us never 
to be. too anxiouſly concerned for the 
things of time. Proſperity and adverſity 
are alike fluQtuating. Virtue itſelf cannot 
| boaſt of a power to reſiſt the cold impulſe 
of death; and vice is too feeble to fly 
from its impreſs. Youth is not ſuperior to 
4. each * ſubmit, each muſt 
e. 


Hs I need 


I! xeed not ſay more to excite your 


. ſenſbility. Already fancy has painted 
Louiſa bedewing my letter with tears 


* 


Re? while ſhe: reads the melancholy tale: 
5 e dc e ſought e 
means. Mrs; Anſell intends writing a 

| 8 lines to-morrow, according to her 


preſent, they both zjdin + with, 
| 8 my mother in kind _ 10 your 


| : , a d 225 
nd love to yo 2411 
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Poſtſcript by Mrs. Anſell. 


Mrs. Anſell's compliments to Miſs 


Louiſa Hartley, and begs ſhe- will ex- 


cuſe her from writing a formal epiſtle. 


The diſagreeable circumſtances which 


Matilda has already related, ſhe hopes, 


will be a ſufficient plea. Mrs. Anſell, 


however, has been highly delighted with a 


Matilda's deſcription of her friend for 


which reaſon ſhe wiſhes to be perſonally: - 
8 acquainted; and has therefore added 
this poſtſcript, to requeſt the favour of 
Louiſa and her father to extend their 
journey into Hampſhire, before they: | 5 


return to the Metropolis. Should it 
be convenient for them to. honour 


and Mrs. Anſell, will then fee 
them. 1 e 


Fnday fotendon. ke 


* 
9 


% 


this requeſt, Matilda, and perhaps Mr. 


LETTER 


. 
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"RECEIVED your kind invitation in 
8 Louiſa's laſt epiſtle. am happy 1 in the | 
17 idea of your friendſhip, and, by my fa-” 
bdzber's permiſſion, we hall certainly return 
Ts G Hampſhire, and make your hoſ- 
Pitable manſion a home. I hope no mate- 
5 Sieben will [depriveus of this happineſs. 


: „ 
N 1 
, e . "Ss Py - ; 
* $ 1 by 1 oy ; | 
N . X- Bir, 24 * = C 42 . * *. 4 7 '$ s & : 


1 


EG My fathet | is at preſent at 2 fot 5 
bouring town, from whence 1 expect 
aiim either to-morrow or the following 


* day. We are ſhortly to leave this city N 

3 for Weymouth. Our ſtay there is un- | 

Mm Certain. I muſt therefore beg leave % 
UTE TRIES „% 


l 7 n 2 
| TEE 2 Pry _ 8 


FT 
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to decline informing you when we ſhall 
arrive at your houſe ; but perhaps when 

I write to Louiſa I may be better able 
| to acquaint you. I conclude with com- 
- Pliments and love, EN Fs 


f * 
- * * 


Louisa HARTLEV. 


— 


— 
, 


EVENING. 


4 
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TO MISS MATILDA ROBINSON. 
„Aug: vid In Weymouth, 
gu INCE 1 received your laſt, we have 1 
thought proper to viſit this Place: the 
variegated hue which Spring affords, 


invited us to partake of her ſweets by 
extenging o our travels. 


9 C464 3 371 


But ere 1 go Rüdi, I ſhould 20 | 
you, that ſince I wrote to Mrs. Anſell, 
I have laid her kind invitation babore 
my father, and preſſed him to accept 
of f it, as it would add conſiderably to 


my 


my 


* 


— - 
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| my ; happineſs, to he” towed 1 the 


friendſhip and ſociety of one whom 
you have traced through every circum- 


ſtance of her life, and in whom you 5 


have diſcovered ſuch amiable qualities. 
Her actions have already excited liberal 


opinions, and endeared her to all; and 
need not the feeble panegyric of my 
pen to enhance her merit. In addition 


to my father's compliments, be ſo ob- 


liging to preſent my love, and tell her 


we ſhall be at her houſe in about one. 
month. It is our united requeſt, that 


there may be no kind of ceremony in 
obr reception, as we prefer friendly 
interviews to the modern inconveni- 


encies which attend viking. | 5 4 


"El 8 1 T5471 10 — 
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I cannot paſs over the tale of phos 


line and Sabina 1 in ilence ; and yet it 


'1 37% 1 212 F 3 


were almoſt ſuperfluous to ſay more han 


chat! it bas entirely engaged all my spe- TR 


culative | faculties. 5 have, indeed, be- 


2406 2 


dewed ou lines with my tears; — 


07 *. 
Len 


11 2 100 $2.8 — 8 
| 0 T think 


* 
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1 think the wiſe 1 of that an- | 
cient philoſopher Plato, has been tho- 
roughly verified in my feclings—that 
one extreme ſucceeds another. I felt diſ- 
guſt at the character of Sabina, but it 
ſubſided in pity. All the pleafing en- 
thuſiaſm of; joy and friendſhip employ- 
ed my mind, whilſt I contemplated the 
amiable Caroline ;—but, alas! theſe 
were ſoon fwallowed up in the moſt ex- 
ceſſive grief. I have "raiſed a monu- 
ment in my heart to her memory 
have venerated a mind that was every 
way lavely -I have ſighed at her diſſo- 
lution—I have ne at ber Wag 

3 eee e 
* will not thoſe who have been 
bleſt with her ſociety, and admired the 
| beauties of her mind, erect a marble 
pile to perpetuate her virtues as an ex- 
ample to ſucceeding ages? Ves, ſurely 
they will; and I would gladly contri- 
bute to ſo noble a purpoſe. Ah! as 1 
o3453 33 


— 


1 | And though thou moulder with the duſt, 
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paſſed by the honoured ſpot wherein 
were depoſited the ſacred remains of this 


valuable woman, ſympathy would ſteal 
the filent drop from my eyes my ſoul 
would be ſuſpended in thought—1 
would feat myſelf near her tomb, and 
8 1 ſhould contemplate thus: 


N : 
, 1 J — 18 9 
6 2 4 4 * 4 
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— 
5 - \ 


LC - . 
; ＋ 
4 * - 


5 There tell ia penee, thou lovely maid! ', 
There ſleep in fweet repoſe 3 __... 


CEL TH 


* rt fairer than the me.” ot 


* diere, 
- Thowet fled to joys abs; ¾ðͥ 
"Nor dare we wiſh thee to return,  . _. r 
+ BO may we.court thy love. RE 


- 


8 Bat wills Ge vie the enn ple, 
_ + Angnead thy vimues o et. 


We drop th) unconſcious tear, TOY | 
N er, B24, l 


8 ne 3 


de fill, and ceaſe thy ſtrife: wa 


| Death ws « paſſprt 10 her foul 
SE 9 s wander'd into life, | | 
5 5 „„ To 


- Re * 
5 1 | Wo "A: © T 
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| Aki revolyingirounds of time, 3 72 0095 E777 
A few more rolling years j: 
| Pethaps a few more ſetting ſuns, 
; Will eaſe thy ſighs ar and tears 3 E Kr Hh 
e wouleft thou le the bt 10 hw, . CREE 
Aud che her vittubüs death,” 4h 1 N 


Thdu'lt fte! n e hea ents 
With ſweet celeſtial beatz. 


— 1 4 
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— 
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1 Ay dell long time. on a this fub- 
jeft but! ai 9 to inform. you 


FX As 


will engage por «heart and * to 9 | 
ler nee not? e 
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You will ka e that I vs - 

ſited all the public places in Bath, be- a 
fore left it. Ves, Matilda, I did ſoy 
but more from curioſity than inel- 
nation. I muſt however acknowledge, 
that its amuſements are ſcarcely to be 
equalled even in London. The ball 

7 | and 
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and concert rooms are elegant sed 
and when they are ornamented by ſuch 
crowds of beauties ſo richly attired, as 
are ſometimes. to be ſeen, one cannot | 
help being charmed at the ſight... The 
play-houſe i is neat. In ſhort, the city is 
compoſed of magnificent buildings, 
ſqmuares, and creſcents. Tour laſt letter 
- overſhadowed my mind with ſuch gloom, 
that it deprived i me of every reliſh for 
thoſe ſocial en Joyments.— When I fee 
Fung "folks" Yegardleſs” of every "thing 
Bit-gaiety and diffipation, I Feel "7 1460 
k pity for them. I do not Witt. to de- 
< PRE! theth öf rational ' pleafires>—no ; 
I believe them innce Gent; büt 1 JA 
them to diveſt themſelves of pride—to | 
conſider they are but creatures erea- | 
tures of a day and ſometimes of a mo- 
ment that in the midſt of deluſive joys 
thenarecexpoſed todeath.” Motu tid 
TYP WONASS 179 ORD ire I --n9!381 
The human mind: „ 


but having once taſted fancied delights, 


A . | ® » 
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it can ſeldom be ſatisfied, and exceſs be- 
comes dangerous. 1 think parents 
ſhould lay a little more reſtraint on their 
children, than to ſuffer them to frequent 5 
balls. There are perhaps no athuſe- 
ments more calculated to do miſchief 5 

than thoſe of dariting.” The young ife- 
males are ſurrounded: with beaux h 
delight '1 in diffipation, and who ſcarce 
ever feel a virtuous or a generous ſentis 
ment; but exult in deſtroying the peace 
of thoſe who fall victims to their villai- 
ny: In the exerciſe I allude to, the bo- 
dy is warmed, the heart is elated, and 
the imaginations are heated; che eonſe- 
quence of witch is, the ſtripling hero 
takes: advantage of thoſe delirious mo- 
ments be ogles and he ſighs,” and the 
* filly girl harkens implicitly to his tale. 
If ſhe eſcapes the worſer evil, ſhe after- 
wards feels herſelf unable to reſiſt the 
powerful impulſe of love Ahę flies from 
civil ittercourſe-—ſhe - lingers and dies. 
A young married gentleman with whom I 
2 > my 


— 
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w father is intimate, related the fol- 
8 0 Want anergdate F 00 N. 75 9 | 7 Cit 3 


H 


1 4 12 a 70 „ N 
a tr 1 4785 81 Ts * * 4 IS > #3 od 


tre) « When I enge, aid he, « "lian 4 


7 Fre en of the ſtage· coaches, 


che company, conſiſted of tp m—_ 
_ ' ladies, a gentleman, and myſelf. Th 

_ gentleman. was: one of thoſe. vulgar. wi 
ings which ſeem. to be formed. to make | 
8 variety on the theatre of the World. 
he uttered but fem ſpeeches, and thoſe 
of a eparſer ſort, during the journey, 
but fat heedleſs of himſelf or this7 com- 
pany. One of the ladies was young; 
the. was not .handſome, but had ſome- 
thing attrafting in her countenance ; | 
_ the other (Who was of ſuperior age, and 

ſeemecd to be 4 e ene 113 
en as n e ene 
r 1350 x PIER 431 
= « Mari entered the 3 9 * 
a; "ſhe vent bitterly ; - Nor. could the 
Bind intresties of the-other lady pre- 


Wen es. ee 1 ſat ops. 
polite 5 


_ | 2 
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. polite to her; and before we had left 
the city ſhe became ſenſeleſs. I leaned 
forward and ſupported her. In this | 


ſituation ſhe! continued for ſome miles. 


When ſhe: awoke, ſhe aſſced pardon. for 
the trouble ſhe had given me. T endea- 
voured to cheer her ſpirits. by: converſa- 
tion, me ſhe was og? _ dee 92 


«As we . LY Pe 8 


houſes, ſhe looked out at the win- 


dow, and ſighed. * Ah! ſaid Ma- 
ria, could I but inhabit one of thoſe 
lonely cottages, how happy ſhould I 
* be! I would gladly exchange ſitua- 
tions. The: rays of contentment ſpread - 
their genial ſweets—there their days of 
© poverty are not embittered with pride: 
Ambition is bounded, by manual em- 

en ee am . 770 

which I replied : 


« If you "BT TAPE the hardſhips bs 
* which poverty expoſes them to; you 
Þ would 
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$ would be led to different . 
9 The poor think, if they were rich, ſor- 
Low and pain would forſake them; but 
„they, perhaps, are equally miſtaken 
with yourſelf. Every rank in ſociety | 
© is: properly filled : thoſe who are now 
poor, would make but an indifferent | 
by figure in a higher ſphere; and yon 
would find it a difficult taſk to ſupport 
ren and want“ N 
* dar © they" 1 are contented, 1 aid 


x 


1 Contentment | is equally attainable 
in every rank. Neither riches nor po- 
verty can conſtitute the in valuable 
priae: but the mind that can confine 

{ irſelf- within its own bounds, is ſure to 
be in poſſeſſion of it. If you ſought 
through the whole ſyſtem of creation, 
© you would find that Providence had 

5 . 8 diſpenſed his bleſſings alike.” , Every 
one . an. inward fource' of happineſs. 

| Farr," | | Og Fo : * The 
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, the rich ſhoutd feel thankful for their 
© meaſure of comforts; the poor be 


| * them.” 


PLP 


© Maria's heart wit dob much agitated 


to continue the converſation=ſhe again 
became convulſed, and continued in al- 
ternate fits till we reached our journey's 


end. E enquired of the other lady the 
cauſe of her diſorder, and found that 


ſhe had been ſome time poorly, and that 
her parents had permitted her to go to 


Bath, in compliance with the phyſician' Ss. 


preſcription, for the benefit of the wa- 


Vo ters. When ſhe grew better, ſhe fre- 
quented the public places of amuſe» 


ment, and happened to dance with a 


handſome young gentleman, whoſe gen- 


teel deportment engaged her affections: 
but finding that her charms had not made 
the tender impreſſion ſhe wiſhed on his 


heart, ſhe Tuddenly gave way to melan- 
es Her father and mother hearing 
1 "I that 


* grateful that it is not : worſe” recs 


. 
F 
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% that, the waters had. reſtored her (thou oh 
ignorant of the other circumſtance), 

_ requeſted her to return. In obedience 
to their injunctions ſhe complied ;, but 
the idea of leaving the object of her love 
behind had this ſtrange effect on her 
mind, and 1 fear will produce a. fatal 

| copcluſion.” . 
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b 1 will not iniſt more on the impro- 
2 priety of expoſing the credulous girl 

to temptation; this inſtance will -per- 
| haps more readily convince, . than all 
1 the powers of rhetoric. 
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We left Bath in the morning, and ar- 
rived at Wells early enough for dinner. 
My father's curioſity leads him to inſpect 
every venerable pile he paſſes by. For 

my own part, I am at preſent engaged 
too much in ſentiment to attend to theſe 
| e 5 5 
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My father viſited the Cathedral ; af: 


Es which we purſued our journey till 
. ö it 
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itt became late, and then repoſed at an 
inn on the road. In the morning we ſet 
forward again, and reached the town of 
| Dorſet to * 
At the nth uf this town is a beau- 
- tiful and ſpacious lawn, where are a vaſt 
number of ſheep continually feeding. 
I think it an excellent ſpot for the pen- 
cil of an artiſt; and if I had time, 1 


ſhould certainly employ my own pen- 
dil. 


In the afternoon, after two hours ride, 
we approached Weymouth.— We have 
a view of the rolling waves ſome miles 
before we enter the town. The place 
is ſo much expoſed to the wind, that it 
is intenſely, cold; and I hope our ſtay 
will be ſhort. I ſhall be more ready to 
communicate at a perſonal interview. 
Believe me, Matilda, I want to ſee you 
after ſo long an abſence. Our affections, 
1 believe, ſtill ſubſiſt uncontaminated 
. 5 LK under 
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under all the changes of life. I ſhall 


o 


not have an opportunity of writing to 

ou again before we meet; therefore 
tas letter will cloſe my correſpondence 
till we ſhall experience another ſepara- 
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TO Miss LOUTSA "HARTLEY. 
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A! MONUMENT to , the memory of 
Caroline is ſhortly to be erected, at the 
ole expence of her faithful Milward. 
He thinks it the leaſt tribute he can pay 
her. It is to be of en tire marble, and the 
workmen are buſily employed about it. 
A croſs is to be ſupported by a pillar on 
each fide, which are to aſcend from beau- 
tiful pedeſtals. There are to be ſeveral 
emblematical figures, which will render 
it ſuperbly n rich. 
| 1" 9 your ris to Mr. Mi- 
ward; hi is ſo highly pleaſed with them, 
et 124 4462 ge N - that 


.% N 
1 0 best kkrs :D 
that he ſays they ſhall follow the Wart 
which runs thus: 


„„ | 
oy; = Stranger—pauſe awhile, 
Rs: And read 
. a IE. Lines: 2 


* 


: Not by 
Par from hence, 
e from human ow,” 
Mi Me 1 a = 7 
5 1 955 5 e e | 

| Where, . cares ox, troubles never enter; 
2 4 5 Where ſoft repoſe i is ne*er difturb'd, 
ö Nor human ills invade z _ 
2 2 | In vonder dark Retteat, 
IIA 10 yonder ſolitary e 
e 0 Lies uimoleſted 
: 5 1 3 hs, 
Her frame lies mouldering there ; "WE 
But ah her happy ſpirit's gone to bleſſedneſs. 
EPs +. "Pour fits ſmiling on her | 
1 95 — 2571 - Heavenly brow, . Ir; 
59 l Love 05 brightens every feature. 
+34; - The village mourned her death: 


. 
9 1 
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It ſelt che loſs ligt Vins 
ot Virtue and Benevolence libe herz. 1 
Her hapleſs Swain N 
Bore all the agonies of grief; 
Then raiſed this Marble er e 


enen throng 
That Virtue never dies, . 
3 „ 
Bid the world be virtuous. 


| LINBS/BY, A LADY. 
"Thee reft ip peace, thou lovely maid! 


Thus, Louiſa, your wiſhes will be 


literally fulfilled. You will pardon me 
for giving up your lines; I am perſuad- - 
ed your vanity will. not be too much 
flattered. It was the requeſt of he di 
ene Milward. 


— 


1 have mother FOE to bd, Mor Mrs 


Anſell has ſeen the whole of our ee 
ſimce our laſt ſeparation.” She is inceſ- 


ſantly 


5 bs 
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antly teazing me to give her copies of, 
them, and wiſhes me to ſubmit them 
to public view. She thinks the young 


| will be amuſed, without the danger of 


* 


having their morals corrupted. I have 5 
at length yielded to her entreaties, before 
I have obtained your conſent. I know 

you cannot object to it, particularly 

as Mrs. Anſell has promiſed to conceal 
our real ſignatures, and adopt others; 

and the peruſal of genuine letters of 
friendſhip, may perhaps be of ſervice 
to many young people. 


Before I cloſe this 'correſpondence, - 
give me leave to ſay, I have caſt my 


eyes round my own little circle, and ob- 


ſer vation leads me to conclude that life 
bas its difficulties as well as its pleaſures. | 
We ought to be prepared to meet vi- 


©" ciffitudes with compoſure; and. if we 


eſcape the woes of the unfortunate, let 


| us not Su indifferent to their Sights,” The 


" brighteſt 
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= brighteſt genius, or the moſt exalted, 
character, will never be diſgraced by 
ſenſibility. We are all fond of pity in 
_ misfortune, and ſhall we deny the 
troubled ſoul that ſympathetic tenderneſs 
| we ſhould conſider an hardſhip: * to by 
deprived of ourſelves? | 


1 anticipate our happy meeting; but 

1 fear to be too anxious, leſt our plea» 

ſures ſhould be marred by ſome unpleaſ- 
ing occurrence. I need not beg Louiſa _ 

to continue her affectionate regard for 
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